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the Mints rns and. Masszuozxs of, and concerned 

for, upwards of one hundred BayTizED ConGREGATI- 

ons in England and Wales (denying Arminianiſm) being met to- 
gether in Londun, from the; third of the ſeveath month, to the 
eleventh of the ſame 1689, to, conſider of ſome things that might 
be for the glory of God, and the good of theſe congregations; 
have thought meet (for the ſatigkaction of all other Chriſtians that 
differ from us in the point af. Baptiſm) to recommend to their 
peruſal the confeſſion of our faith, which confeſſion we own, as 
containing the doctrine of our faith and practice, and do defire 


that the members of our churches greſpectively dofurnifh them- 
ſelves therewith. F 
Hanſerd Knollys Paſtor Broken Wharf London 
William Kiffin Do. Devonſhire-Square No. 
John Harris Do. Joiners Hall. 59. 
William Collins Do. Petty France Do. 
Hercules Collins Do. Wapping Do. 
Robert Steed Do. Broken Wharf Do. 
Leonard Harriſon ' Do. Limehouſe - Das + 
George Barret Do. Mile End Green BG. 
Iſaac Lamb Do. Pennington Street Do. - 
Richard Adams Miniſter Shad Thames Southwark 
Benjamin Keach Paſtor Horſe-lie-down. Do. 
Andrew Gifford Do. Briſtol, Fryars © Som. & Gloug 
Thomas Vaux Do. Broadmead Do. 
Thomas Winnel Do. Taunton Do. 
James Hitt Preacher Dal wood Dorſet 
Richard Tidmarſh Miniſter Oxford City © Oxon. 
William Facey Paſtor Reading Bexks 
Samuel Buttall Miniſter Plymouth Devon 
Chriſtopher Price Do. Abergavenny Monmouth 
Daniel Finch Do, Kingſworth Herts. 
John Ball Tiverton Devon 
Edmond White Paſtor Everſhall Bedford 
William Prichard Do. Blaenau Monmouth 
Paul Fruin Minifter Warwick Warwick 
Richard Ring Paſtor Southampton Hants 
John Tomkins Miniſter Abingdon Berks 
Toby Willes, _ Paſtor Bridgewater Someſet 
John Carter or ver Steventon Bedford 
James Web Devizes Wilts 
Richard Sutton Paſtor Tring Herts 
Robert Knight Do. Stukely Bucks 
Edward Price Do, Hereford City Hereford 
William Phips Do. Exon Devon 
William Hanking Do, Dimmock Glouceſter 
Samuel Ewer Do, Hempftead Herts 
Fdward Man Do, Houndſditch London 
Charles Archer Do. Hook - norton Oxon. 


In the name and behalf of the whole Aſſembly. 


COURTEOUS READER, | 
T is now many years ſince divers of us, with other ſober Chrif« 
tians then living and walking in the way of the Lord, that we 
profeſs, did conceive ourſelves to be under a neceſſity of liſh- 
ing a Confeſſion of our Faith, for the information and :atisfaction 
of thoſe that did not thoroughly underſtand what our principles 
were, or had entertained prejudices againſt our profeſſion, by reaſon 
of the ſtrange repreſentation of them by ſome men of note, who 
had taken very wrong meafures, and accordingly led others into 
miſapprehenſions of us and them: and this was firſt put forth 
about the year 1643, in the name of ſeven congregations then ga- 
thered in London; fince which time divers impreſſions thereof 
have been diſperſed abr6ad, and our end propoſed in good meaſure 
anſwered ; inſomuch as many, and ſome of theſe men eminent 
both for piety and learning, were thereby ſatisfied that we were no 
way guilty of thoſe heterodoxies and fundamental errors, which had 
too frequently been charged upon us, without ground or occaſion 
given on our part, And foraſmuch as that Confeſſion is not-now 
commonly to be had, and alſo that many others have ſince embraced 
the ſame truth which is owned therein, it was judged neceſſary by 
us to join together in giving a teſtimony to the world, of our firm. 
adhering to thoſe wholeſome principles, by the publication of this 
which is now in your hand, 

And foraſmuch as our method and manner of expreſſing our 
ſentiments in this, doth vary from the former, although the ſub- 
ſtance of this matter is the ſame, we ſhall freely impart. to you the 
reaſon and occaſion thereof. One thing that greatly prevailed with 
us to undertake this work, was, not only to give a full account of 
. ourſelves to thoſe Chriftians that differ from qs about the ſubject 

of Baptiſm, but alſo, the profit that might from thence ariſe, unte 
thoſe that have any account of our labours, ip their inſtruction, 
and eſtabliſiment in the great truths of the Goſpel; in the cl 


A 2 underftanding 


tv | TO THE READER, 


underſtanding and ſteady belief of which, our comfortable walking 
with God, and fruitfulneſs before him, in all our ways, is moſt 
nearly concerned; and therefore we did conclude it neceſſary to 
expreſs ourſel ves the more fully and diſtinctly, and alſo to fix on 
ſuch a method as might be moſt comprehenſive of thoſe things 
which we deſigned to explain our ſenſe and belief of; and finding 
no defect, in this regard, in that fixed on by the Aſſembly, and 
after them, by thoſe of the congregational way, we did readily 


conclude it beſt to retain the ſame order in our preſent Confeſſion; 


and alſo, when we obſerved, that thoſe laſt mentioned, did in their 
Confeſſions, for reaſons which ſeemed of weight both to themſelves 
and others, chuſe not only to expreſs their mind in words concur- 
rent with the former in ſenſe, concerning all thoſe articles wherein 
they were agreed, but alſo, for the moſt part, without any variation 
of the terms; we did in like manner conclude it beſt to follow their 
example in making uſe of the very ſame words with them both, in 
theſe articles, which are vefy many, wherein our faith and doctrine 
is tlie ſame with theirs: and this we did, the more abundantly to 
manifeſt our conſent with both, in all the fundamental articles of 
the Chriſtian religion, as alſo with many others, whoſe orthodox 
Confeffions have been publiſhed to the world, on behalf of the Pro- 
teſtants in divers nations and cities: and alſo to convince all, that 
we have no itch to clog religion with new words, but do readily ac- 
quieſce in that form of ſound words, which hath been in conſent 
with the holy ſcriptures, uſed by others before us; hereby declaring 
before God, angels, and men, our hearty agreement with them in 
in that wholeſome Proteſtant doctrine, which with ſo clear evidence 
of ſcriptures they have aſflerted : ſome things, indeed, are in ſome 
places added, ſome terms omitted, and ſome few changed; but 
theſe alterations are of ſuch a nature, as that we need not doubt 
any charge or ſuſpicion of unſoundneſs in the faith, from any of 
our brethren upon the account of them, 

In thoſe things wherein we differ from others, we have expreſſed 
ourſelves with all candour and plainneſs, that none might entertain 
jealouſy of aught ſecretly lodged in our breaſts, that we would not 
the world ſhould be acquainted with; yet we hope we have alſo ob- 
ſerved thoſe rules of modeſty and humility, as will render our free. 
dom in this reſpect inoffenſive, even to thoſe whoſe ſentiments are 
different from ours. : 

We have alſo taken care to affix texts of ſcripture in the margin, 
for the confirmation of each article in our Confeſſion; in which 
work we have ſtudiouſly endeavoured to ſelect ſuch as are moſt 
clear and pertinent, for the proof of what is aſſerted by us: and 
our earneſt defire is, that all into whoſe hands this may come, 
would follow that, never enough commended, example of the no- 
ble Bereans, who ſearched the Scriptures daily, that they might 
ind out whether the things preached to them were ſo or not. 

There is one thing more which we ſincerely profeſs, and earneſtly 
deſire credence for; viz. That contention is moſt remote from our 
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deſign, in all that we have done in this matters and we hope the 


liberty of an ingenuous unfolding our principles, and opening our 
hearts unto our brethren, with the ſcripture grounds on. which our 
faith and practice leans, will by none of them be either denĩed to us, 
or taken ill from us. Our whole deſign is accompliſhed, if we may 
obtain that juſtice, as to be meaſured in our principles, and prac- 
tice, and the judgment of both by others, according to what we 
have now publiſhed ; which the Lord, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
fire, knoweth to, be the doctrine which with our hearts we moſt 
firmly believe, and fincerely endeavour to conform our lives te. 
And oh that other contentions being laid aſleep, the only care and 
contention of all, upon whom the name of our blefſed Redeemer 
ts called, might for the future be. to walk bumbly with their God, 

and in the exerciſe of all love and meekneſs towards each other, 
to perfect holineſs in the fear of the Lord, each one endeavouring 
to have his converſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel; and*alfo 


ſuitable to his place and capacity; vigorouſly promoting in others 


the practice of true religion, and undefiled in the fight of God our 


Father. And that in this backſliding day, we might not ſpend our 


breath in fruitleſs complaints of the evils of others, but may every 


one begin at home, to reform in the firſt place our own hearts and 
ways, and then to quicken all, that we may have influence upon, 
to the ſame work; that if the will of God were ſo, none might de- 
ceive themſelves, by reſting in, and truſting to a form of godlineſs, 
without the power of it, and inward experience of the efficacy of 
thoſe truths that are profeſſed by them. 


> And verily there is one ſpring and cauſe of the decay of religion 


in our day, which we cannot but touch upon, and earneſtly urge 
a redreſs of, and that is, the neglect of the worſhip of God in fami- 
lies, by thoſe to whom the charge and oonduct of them is com- 
mitted, May not the groſs ignorance and inſtability of many, with 
the profaneneſs of others, be juſtly charged upon their parents and 
maſters who have not trained them up in the way wherein they 
ought to walk when they were young ? but have neglected thoſe 
fiequent and ſolemn commands which the Lord bath laid upon 
them ſoto catechiſe and inſtruthem, that their tender years might 
be ſeaſoned with a knowledge of the truth of God, as revealed in 
the ſcriptures; and alſo by their own omiſſion of prayer, and other 
duties of religion in their families, together with the ill example of 
their looſe canverlation, have inured them firſt to a negleR, and 


then contempt of all piety and religion : we know this will aot ex- 


cuſe the blindneſs or wickedneſs of any; but certainly it will fall 
heavy upon thoſe that bave been thus the occaſion thereof; they 


thoſe under whoſe care they were, who yet permitted them to go 
on without warning, yea led them into the paths of deſtruction ? 


and will not the diligence of Chriſtians, with reſpect to the diſchargg 
of theſe duties, in ages paſt, riſe up in judgment againſt, and con- 


demn many of thoſe who would be eſteemed ſuch nom? 
ai We 


- 


indeed die in their fins, but will not their blood be required of 


r 
.. 4 
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We ſhall conclude with our earneſt prayer, That the God of all 
grace will pour out thoſe meaſures of his Holy Spirit upon us, that 
the profeſſion of truth may be accompanied with the ſound belief, 
and diligent practice of it by us, that his Name may in all things 

| be glorified, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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8E 
OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


I. HE Holy Scripture is the only ſufficient, certain 
and infallible (@) rule of all ſaving knowledge, 
faith and obedience; although the (5) light of 

nature, and the works of creation and providence do ſo far 

— manifeſt the goodneſs, wiſdom and power of God, as to 

leave men inexcuſable; yet are they not ſufficient to give 

that knowledge of God and his will, which is neceſſary 
unto ſalvation (c.) Therefore it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry 
times, and in divers manners, to reveal himſelf, and to 
declare that his will unto his church; and afterward for 
the better preſerving, and propagating of the truth, and 
for the more ſure eſtabliſhment, and comfort of the Church 
againſt the corruption of the fleſh, and the malice of ſatan, 
and of the world, to commit the ſame wholly unto (d) 
writing; which maketh the holy ſcriptures to be moſt 
neceſſary, thoſe former ways of God's revealing his will 
unto his people being now ceaſed, - h | 
2. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of 
God written, are now contained all the books of the old 
| SS: and 
(e) 2Tim. iii, 25, 16, 17. Ifa, viii, 20, Luke xvi. 29, 37. Eph. B. 26 
(5) Rom. i. 19, 20, 21, &c. chap: ii. 14, 15. Palm zr. 1, 2, J. o 
(e] Heb, i. 3, (#4) Prov, xxii, 19-21, Roh, v. 4+ 2 Pet. & 19, 106 
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and new teſtament, which are theſe : 


Or TRE Orp TESTAMENT. 


Geneſis, 11 Chronicles, Daniel, 
. Exodus, Ezra, Hoſea, 
Leviticus, | Nehemiah, Joel, 
Numbers, Eſther, Amos, 
Deuteronomy, 7 Obadiah, 
eſbua. ſalms, Jenab, 
Fug ' Proverbs, Micah, ! 
- Ruth, Eccleſiaſtes, Nabum, 
1 Samuel, The Song of Songs, Habaktuk,, 
11 Samuel, IJſaiab, ; Zephaniah, - 
1 Kings, eremiah, Haggai, 
11 Kings, Lamentations, Zichariah, 
1 Chronicles,  Exehiel, Malachi. 
Or TRE New TESTAMENT. 
Matthew, Galatians, The Epiſlle to the 
_— Epheſians, ' © Hebrews, 
Luke, Philippians, Epiſile of James, 
ahn, Coloſſians, T he firft and ſecond 
e Atts of the 1 Theſſalomans, Epiſiles of Peter, 
_ 11 Theſſalonians, The firſt, fecond 
Paul's Epiſtle to 1 Timothy, and third Epif« 
the Romans, 11 Timothy, of of Fobn, 
x Corinthians, Titus, eEp! le of Jude, 
11 Corinthians, Philemon, The Kevelation. 


All which are given by the (2) inſpiration of God, to be 
the rule of faith and life. e 

3. The books commonly called the Apocrypha, not be- 
ing of divine (/) inſpiration, are no part of the canon or 
rule of the ſcripture, and therefore are of no authority to 
the church of God, nor to be any otherwiſe approved or 
made uſe of, than other human writings, | 

4. The authority of the holy ſcripture, for which it 
ought to be believed, dependeth not upon the teſtimony of 
any man er church, but wholly upon g) God, who is truth 
itſelf, the author thereof; therefore it is to be received be- 


cauſe it is the ward of God. 


5. We 
) 2 Tim, iii. u6, iv, 23, $4- Rem. Bl 2. 
INCL a h Thell K, 1 Jokar, 2 
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5. We may be moved and induced by the teſtimony of 
the church of God, to an high and reverent eſteem of the 
holy ſcriptures ; and the heavenlineſs of the matter, the 
efficacy of the doctrine, and the majeſty of the ſtyle, the 
conſent of all the parts, the ſcope of the whole, which is 
to give all glory to God; the full diſcovery it makes of the 
only way of man's ſalvation, and' many other incomparable 
excellencies, and intire perfections thereof, are arguments 
whereby it doth abundantly evidence itſelf to be the word 
of God; yet notwithſtanding, our (5) full perſwaſion and 


aſſurance of the infallible truth, and divine authority there- 
'of, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing 


witneſs by and with the word in our hearts. 

6. The whole counſel of God concerning all things (i) 
neceſſary for his own glory, man's ſalvation, faith and life, 
is either expreſsly ſet down or neceſſarily contained in the 
holy icripture; unto which nothing at any time isto beadded, 
whether by new revelation of the S irit, or traditions of men. 

Nevertheleſs, we acknowledge the (+) inward illumina- 


tion of the Spirit of God, to be neceſſary for the ſaving un- 
— and 


derſtanding of ſuch things as are revealed in the w 


that there are ſome circumſtances concerning the worſhip 


of God, and government of the church, common to Ru- 
man actions and ſocieties z which are to be (/) ordered by 


the light of nature, and chriſtian prudence, * to the 


general rules of the word, which are always to be obſerved. 
7. All things in ſcripture are not alike (m] plain in them- 
ſelves, nor alike clear unto all; yet thoſe things which are 
neceſſary to be known, believed and obſerved for ſalvation, 
are ſo (a) clearly propounded, and opened in ſome place of 
ſcripture or other, that not only the learned, but the un» 
learned, in a due uſe of ordinary means, may attain to 2 
ſufficient underſtanding of them. | 
8. The Old Teſtament in (e) Hebrew, which was the 
native language of the people of God of old, and the New 
Teſtament in Greek, which at the time of the writing of 
it, was moſt generally known to the nations, being imme- 
diately infpired by God, and by his ſingular care and pro- 
vidence kept pure in all ages, are therefore (p) authentic ; 


ſo as in all controverſies of religion, the Church is finally 
to 


i , . Cor. U. 1 51 | Ui. | * 
Ann,, doe 
(7) 1 Cor. . 13, 14. and ch. Ay. 26, 40. (m) 2 Pet. ii. 16. 

4% Pal, zix. 7. and caiv, 130 (#) Rum. M. 2. _ (8) 14. viii, 20. 


= 
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to appeal unto them (. But becauſe theſe original 
tongues are not known to all the people of God, who have 
4 zight unto, and intereſt in the ſcriptures, and are com- 
manded in the fear of God to read (r) and ſearch them, 
therefore they are to be tranſlated into the vulgar language 
of every nation, unto which they (3) come, that the word 
of God dwelling (:)-plentifnlly in all, they may worſhip 
him in an acceptable manner, and through patience and 
comfort of the ſcriptures, may have ho | 

9. The infallible rule of interpretation of ſcripture is the 

(x) ſcripture itſelf: And therefore when there is a queſ- 
tion about the true and full fenſe of any ſcripture, which 
is not manifold but one, it muſt be ſearched by other places, 
that ſpeak more clearly. | 

10. The fupreme judge, by which all controverſies of 
religion are to be determined, and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private 
ſpirits, are to be examined, and in whoſe ſentence we are 
to reſt, can be no other but the holy ſcripture delivered by 
the Spirit, into which (x) fcripture ſo delivered, our faith 
is finally reſolved. | 


CHAP, II. 


OF Cop AND OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 


of Fm Lord our God is but (a) one only living, and 
true God; whoſe (5) ſubfiſtence is in and of him- 
ſelf, (c) infinite in being, and perfection, whoſe eſſence 
cannot be comprehended by any but himfelf; (a) a moſt 
pure ſpirit, (e) inviſible, without body, parts, or paſſions, 
who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light, which 
no man can approach unto, who is (/) immutable, (g) 
immenſe, (5) eternal, incomprehenſible, (i) almighty, 


every 
(9g) Aett xv. 15. (7) Jchn v. 30. () x Cor, xiv. 6, 9, 21, 12, 24, 28. 
de) Col. iii. 16. (u) 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Acts xv. 15, 16. 
(x) Matt. zu. 29, 37- Eph. ii. 20. Ad xxviii. 23. 
(a) r Cor. viii. 6, Deut. vi. 4. (5) Jer. x. 10. Iſa. x1vith, 12. 
te) Exod, iii. 14. (d) John iv. 24. (e) 1 Tim. i, 27. Deut. iv. 15,16. 
Cf) Mal. WW, 6. (8 I Kings viii, 27. Jer. xxili. 23. 


fam xc, 3. (3) Gen, ü, 1. 
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every way infinite, (4) moſt holy, moſt wiſe, moſt free, 
moſt abſolute, (J) working all things according to the 
counſel of his own immutable, and-moſt righteous will, (m) 
for his own glory, moſt loving, gracious, merciful, long- 
- ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs and truth, forgiving ini- 
uity, tranſgreſſion and fin; (=) the rewarder of them that 
An ſeek him, and withal moſt juſt, (o) and terrible 
in his judgments, (p) hating all fin, and who will by no 
means clear the () guilty. - | 
2. God, having all (r) life, (s) glory, (t) goodneſs, 
bleſſedneſs, in and of himſelf, is alone in and unto himſelf 
all-ſufficient, not («) ſtanding in need of any creatures 
. which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, 
but only manifeſting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon 
them: he is the alone Fountain of all being, (x) of whom, 
through whom, and to whom are all things, and he hath 
moſt ſovereign- (j)) dominion over all creatures, to do b 
them, for them, or upon them, whatſoever himſelf pleaſeth; 
in his ſight (z) all things are open and manifeſt, his know- - 
ledge is (a) infinite, infallible, and independent upon the 
creature, ſo as nothing is to him contingent, or uncertain z 
he is moſt holy in all his counſels, in (5) all his works, and 
in all his commands; to him is due (c) from angels and 
men, whatſoever worſhip, ſervice, or obedience, as creatures 
they owe unto the Creator, and whatever he is further 
pleaſed to require of them. ary) 

3. In this Divine and Infinite Being there are three 
ſubſiſtences, (d) the Father, the Word, or Son, and Holy 
Spirit, of one ſubſtance, power, and eternity, each having 
the whole Divine Eſſence, (e) yet the Efſence undivided; 
the Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the 
Son is (J) eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spi- 
rit (g) proceeding from the Father and the Son; all infi- 
nite, without beginning, therefore but one God, who is not 
to be divided in | and Being, but diſtinguiſhed by ſe- 
veral peculiar, relative properties, and perſonal relations ; 
which doctrine «cf the Trinity is the foundation of all our 
communion with God, and comfortable dependance on him. 
(k) Ifa, vi, 3. (1) PC, cv. 3. Ifa. xlvi. 10. (m) Prov. xvi, 4. Rom. . 36. 
(n) Exod, xxxiv, 6, 7, Heb. zi. 6, (e) Neh. in. 32, * (p) PL. v. 5, 6. 

7) Exod, zxxiv. 7. Nahum i. 2, 3. (7) John v. 26, (i) Pf. casi. x3, 
(c) Pf, exix. 68, (s) Job xxii. 2, 3. (x) Rom. xi. 34, 35, 36. . 
(y) Dan. iv. 25, 34, 35+ (=] Heb. iv, 13. (a) Ezek,*i. 5. Acts xv. 18. 
3 Pf, exlv, 17. (e] Rev. v. 12, 13, 14. (d) 1 Joha v. 7. Matt. viii. 19. 
z ons arty” en N Jo xiv, 11, 1 Cor, viii, 6. (/] John i. 
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* 


OF GOD'S DECREE. 


* 688 hath (a) decreed in himſelf, from all eternity, 
by the molt wiſe and holy counſel of his own will, 
freely and unchangeably, all things, whatſoever comes to. 
paſs; yet ſo as thereby is God neither the author of ſin (o). 
nor hath fellowſhip with any therein ; nor is violence offered 
to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contin- 
gency of ſecond cauſes taken away, but rather (c) eſta - 
bliſhed; in which appears his- wiſdom in diſpoſing all 
things, and power, and faithfulneſs (4) in accompliſhing his 
decree. | 
2. Although God knoweth whatſoever may, or can come 
to paſs upon all (e) ſuppoſed conditions; yet hath he not 
decreed any thipg, (f) becauſe he foreſaw it as future, or 
as that which would come to paſs upon ſuch conditions. 

3. By the decree of God, for the manifeſtation of his 
glory, (g) ſome men and angels are predeſtinated, or fore- 
ordinated to eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt, to the (5) 
praiſe of his glorious grace; others being left to act in their 
fin to their (z) juſt condemnation, to the praiſe of his glo- 
rious juſtice. 

4. Theſe angels and men thus predeſtinated, and fore- 
ordained, are particularly and unchangeably deſigned; and 
their (4) number ſo certain, and definite, that it cannot be 
either increaſed, or diminiſhed. 

5. Thoſe of mankind (/) that are predeſtinated to life, 
God before the foundation of the world was laid, according 
to his eternal and. immutable purpoſe, and the ſecret coun- 
ſel and good pleaſure of his will, hath choſen in Chriſt unto 
everlaſting glory, out of his mere free grace and love; (m) 
without any thing in the creature as a condition or cauſe 
moving him thereunto. | 1 

6. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, ſo he 
hath by the eternal and moſt free purpoſe of his will, fore- 

| ordained 


(a) Iſa. xIvi. 10. Eph. i. 11. Heb, vi. 17. Rom. ix, 15, 18. (6) Jam. i. 
23, 17. 1 John i. 5. (o) Acts iv. 27, 28. John xix. 11. (4) Numb, zxiii. 19 
Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. (e] AR. xv. 18. (F) Rom. ix. 11, 13, 16, 18. (g) 1 Tim. 
v. 21. Matt. xxv. 34. (5) Eph. i. 5, 6. (i) Rom. ix. aa, 23. Jude 4. 

(4) 2 Tim. n. 19. Joh. xii. 18. () Eph. i. 4, 9, 11. Rom, vm, 30. 
= Tien, i, 9. z Theſe, v. 9. (e Rom. is, 13, 36, Epb, fl. 3, 14. 
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ordained (n) all the means thereunto; wherefore they who 
are elected, being fallen in Adam, (o) are redeemed by 
Chriſt, are effectually (p) called unto faith in Chriſt, by his 
Spirit working in due ſeaſon, are juſtified,” adopted, ſancti- 
fied, and kept by his power through faith (7) unto ſalva- 
tion; neither are any other redeemed by Chriſt, or effectu- 
ally called, juſtified, adopted, ſanctified, and ſaved, but the 
ele (r) only, | 
The doctrine of this high myſtery of predeſtination, is 
to be handled with ſpecial prudence and care; that men at- 
tending the will of God revealed in his word, and yieldin 
obedience thereunto, may, from the certaintv of their el. 
fectual vocation, be aſſured of their (s) eternal election; ſo 
ſhall this doctrine afford matter (7) of praiſe, reverence, and 
admiration of God, and (2) of humility, diligence, and 
abundant (x) conſolation, to all that ſincerely obey the 


CHAP. IV. 
OF CREATION: 


1. YN the beginning it pleaſed God the Father, (a) Son; 
a and Holy Spirit, for the manifeſtation of the glory 
of (65) his eternal power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, to create 
or make the world, and all things therein, (e) whether 
viſible or inviſible, in the ſpace of fix days, and all very 
ood. 
a 2. After God had made all other creatures, he created 
(d) man, male and female, with (e) reaſonable and immor- 
tal ſouls, rendering them fit unto that life to God, for 
which they were created; being /) made after the image 
of God, in knowledge, righteoulnels, and true holineſs; 


having the law of (g) written in their hearts, and 
power to fulfil it; and yet under a poſſibility of tranſ- 
| | greſſing, 


( Pet. i. 2. 2 Tbeſf. ii, 13. (e) 1 Theſf. v. 9. 10. (p) Rom. iii. 30. 
2 Thesff ij, 13. (g) 1 Pet. i. 35. (7) Jcha x. 26, ch. xvii. 9. i. 64. | 

(3) x f 4, 5. 2 Pet, i. 10. (t) Eph. i. 6. Rom. zi; 33. () Rom. xi, 
8. 6, 20, (e) Luke 2. 20. | | 

(e) John i. 2, 3. Heb. i. 2, Job wi. 13. (5) Rom. i. 20, (e) Col, i; 16. 
Gena. i, 31. (d) Gen, i, 27, ( Gunn bby 7. (/) Eccleſ, vii. 29. Gen. i. 2f» 

(ag) Rem, Its 15. J 
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greſſing, being left to the liberty of their own will, which 
was (Y) ſubject to change. | 
2. Beſides the law written in their hearts, they-received 
(i) a command not to eat of the tree'of knowledge of good 
and evil; which whilſt they kept, they were happy in their 
communion with God, and had domimion (4) over the 


Creatures. 


| 
; CHAP. V. 


OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 


121. OD the good Creator of all things, in his infinite 
power and wiſdom, doth (a) uphold, direct, diſ- 
poſe, and govern all creatures, and things, from the greateſt 
even to the (Y) leaſt, by his moſt wiſe and holy providence, 
to the end for the which they were created, according unto 
his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable 
counſel of his (c) own will; to the praife of the glory of his 
wiſdom, power, juſtice, infinite goodneſs and mercy. 

2. Although in relation to the foreknowledge and decree 
of God, the firſt cauſe, all things come to paſs (4) immu» 
tably and infallibly; ſo that there 1s not any thing befals 
any (e) by chance, or without his providence; yet by the 
ſame providence he ordereth them to fall out according to 
the nature of ſecond cauſes, either (/) neceſſarily, freely 
or contingently. ; 

3. God in his ordinary. providence (g) maketh uſe of 
means; yet is free (5) to work without, (i) above, and 
(4) againſt them at his pleaſure. | | 

4. The Almighty power, unſearchable wiſdom, and in- 
finite goodneſs of God, ſo far manifeſt themſelves in his 
providence, that his determinate counſel (i] extendeth itſelf 
even to the firſt fall, and all other ſinful actions both of 
angels and men; and that not by a bare permiſſion, which 
alſo he moſt wiſely and powerfully ( boundeth, and 

| otherwiſe 


(b) Geo, iii, 6, (i) Gen. ii. 17. ch. in. 8, 9, ro, 11. (U Gen. i. 26, 28. 
(a) Heb, i. 3. Job, xxxviü. 11. Iſa. zlvi. 10, 11. Pſal. cxxxv. 6. 

(6) Matt. x. 29, 20, 31. (c) Eph. i. 11. (4) Ads ii, 23. (e) Prov. xvi. 33. 
(F) Gen, viii. 22. (g) Acts xxvii. 31, 44. Iſa. Iv, 10, 11, ) Hol. i. 7. 
(i) Rom. iv. 19, 20, 21. (I) Dan. iii. 27. () Rom. zi. 32, 33, 34+ 

2 Sam, xxiv, 1, 1 Chron. zi. 1. (n)] 2 Kings xix, 28, PI. li. 10. 
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otherwiſe ordereth, and governeth, in a manifold diſpenſa- 
tion to his moſt holy () ends: yet fo, as the ſinfulneſs of 
their acts proceedeth only from the creatures, and not from 
God; who being moſt holy and righteous, neither is nor 
can be, the author or (e) approver of fin. 

5. The moſt wile, righteous, and gracious God, doth 
oftentimes leave for a ſeaton his own children to manifold 
temptations, and the corruptions of their own hearts, to 
chaſtiſe them for their former ſins, or to diſcover unto them 
the hidden ſtrength of corruption, and deceitfulnefs of their 
hearts, (y, that they may be humbled; and tv raiſe them 
to a more clofe and conſtant dependence for their ſupport 
upon himſelf; and to make them more watchful againſt all 
future occaſions of fin, and for other juſt and holy ends. 

So that whatſoever befals any of his ele& is by his ap- 
pointment, for his glory, (q) and their good. | ; 

6. As for thoſe wicked and ungodly men, whom God 
as a righteous judge, for former fin doth (r) blind and har- 
den; from them he not only withholdeth his (2) grace; 
whereby they might have been enlightened in their under- 
ſtanding, and wrought upon in their hearts; but ſometimes 
alſo withdraweth (f) the gifts which they had, and expoſeth 
them to ſuch (a) objects as their corruption makes the oc- 
caſion of ſin; and withal, (x) gives them over to their own 
luſts, the temptations of the world, and the power of Satan 
whereby it comes to paſs, that they (y) harden themſelves, 
even under thoſe means which God uſeth for the ſoſtening 
of others. 4 ICE 5 

7. As the providence of God doth in general reach to 
all creatures, ſo after a more ſpecial manner it taketh care 
of his (z) church, and diſpoſeth of all things to the good 
thereof. | | Wo F F 


(=) Gen, I. 20, Iſa. x. 6, 7, 122 (6) Pf. I. 21. 1 John ii. 16. ? 

'(p) Con. xxxii. 25, 26, 31. 2-Sam, xxiv..1,, 2 Cor. Xii. 7, 8, 99. 

(„% Rom, viii, 28, (r) Rom. i. 24, 66, 28. ch. xi. 7, 8. (i) Deut. xxiz.4. 

(e) Matt. xiii. 2, () Deut. ii. 30, 2 Kings viii. 12, 13. (x) P lem. 
IT, 22, 2 Theſl, ii, 10, 12,12. ) Exod, viii. 15, 38: Iſa. vi. 9, 10. 
x Pet. ii. 2, 8. (=) 2 Tim, i, 0. Amos ix. 8,9. aliii, 3,4, J 
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CHAP. VI. 

or THE FALL OY MAN, OF SIN, AND or THE PUNISS- 
MENT THEREOF» 


I. LTHOUGH God created man upright, and per - 
v4 fe, and gave him a righteous law, which had 
been unto life had he kept it, (a) and threatened death up- 
on the breach thereof; yet he did not long abide in this 
honour; (5) Satan uſing the ſubtilty of the ſerpent to ſe- 
duce Eve, then by her ſeducing Adam, who without any 
compulſion, did wilfully tranſgreſs the law of their creation, 
and the command given unto them; in eating the forbidden 
fruit; which God was pleaſed according to his wiſe and 
holy counſel ta permit, having purpoſed to order it, to his 
own glory. 

2. Our firſt parents by this ſin fell from. their (c) origi- 
nal righteouſneſs and communion with God, and we in 
them, whereby death came upon all; (4) all becomin 
dead in fin, and wholly defiled, (e) in all the faculties 
parts — ſoul and 8 5 1 by God 

24. being the root, an 's intment, 
kan din 2 dr and ſtead of all mankin 1 guilt 
of the ſia was imputed, and corrupted nature conveyed, to 
all their poſterity, deſcending from them by ordinary gene- 
ration, being now (g) conceived in fin, and by nature chil- 
dren (5) of wrath, the ſervants of fin, the ſubjects (i) of 
death, and all other miſeries, ſpiritual, ral, and eter- 
nal, unleſs the Lord Jeſus (#) ſet them free. 19 
3. From this original corruption, whereby we are (/) 
utterly indiſpoſed, diſabled, and made oppoſite to all good, 
and wholly inclined to all evil, do (m) proceed all actual 
tranſgreſſions, . 

5. This corruption of nature, during this life, doth (u) 
remain in thoſe that are regenerated: and although it be 
through Chriſt pardoned, 1 mortiſied, yet both itſelf, and 
the firſt motions thereof, are truly and properly (o) in. 


#) Gen, ii. 16, 17. (8) Gen, iii. 12, 13. 2 Cor. xi, 3. (e) Rom. ili, 23. 
4) Rom. v. 12, Kc. (e) Tit. I. 15. Gen, vi. 3. Jeri xvii. 9. Rom, iii, 
10—19. (J) Rer. 5. 12-19, 1 Gor. xV. 21, #2, 45, 49+ (tg) Ff. Ii. 5. 
Job. xiv. 4. (5) Eyk. ii. 3. (i) Rom, vi. 23. ch. v. 14. +) Heb, ii. 24. 15. 
1 Thell, i. 10. (J Rom, - Col. i. 21. (e James i. 14, 25. Matt. xv. 19, 
of! Rom, vii. 38, 23. Tecl. vii, 20, 1 Johni, 8. (e) Rom. vii. 23,25. 
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CHAP. VII. 
OF Ob's COVENANT, 


t. Tr diſtance between God and the ereature is fs 
7771 great, that although reaſonable creatures do owe 
edience unto him as their creator, yet they could hevet 
ave retained the reward of life, but by ſome (a) volun- 
tary condeſcenſion. on God's part, which he hath been 
pleaſed to expreſs, by way of covenant. 
2. Moreover, man having brought himſelf (5) under 
the curſe of the law by his fall, it pleaſed the Lord to 
make a covenant of grace, wherein he freely offereth unto 
ſinners, (c) life and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, requiring of 
them faith in him, that they may be ſaved ; and (4) pro- 
miſingto give unto all thoſe that are ordained unto ete 
8 his holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able ti 
lieve. * | $ 
3. This covenant is revealed in the golpe] ; firſt of all 
to Adam in the promiſe of ſalvation by the (e) ſeed of the 
woman, and afterwards by farther ſteps, until the full () 
diſcovery thereof was cotnpleated in the New Teſtament ; 
and it is founded in that (g) eternal covenant trünſaction, 
that was betweeen the Father and the Son about the re- 
Yemption of the ele; and it is alone by the grace of 
this covenant, that all of the; poſterity of fallen Adam, 
that ever wete (B) ſaved, did obtain life and a bleſſed im- 
mortality; man being now utterly incapable of acceptance 
with God upon thole terms on which Adam ſtood in big 
ſtate of innocency. 


(e) Luke xvii, to, Job n 
(>) Gen, it, 17. Gal. iii. 10 Rom, iii. 20, 21. 
(e) Rom. viii. 3. Mark xvi. 15. 16, John ii, 16, , 
(4) Exck. xxxvi., 26,27. John vi. 44, 45. Pſalm ex. 3. 
(e) Gen. iii. 15, (J)] Heb, i. 1. (g) 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 2. 
(5) Heb, xi, 6, 13. Rom. iv, i, 2; Kc. As iv.64, Joha vii, 36, 
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OF CHRIST THE MEDIATOR» 


t. FT pleaſed God, in his eternal purpoſe, to chuſe 

and ordain the Lord Jeſus, his only begotten» Son, 
according to the covenant made between them both, 
(a) to be the Mediator between God and man; the (5) 
prophet (c) prieſt and (d) king; (e) head and faviour of his 


church, the (f) heir of all things, and (g) judge of the 


world: unto whom he did from all eternity (%) give a peo- 
le to be his ſeed, and to be by him in time redeemed, 
called, juſtified, ſancttfied, and glorified. 

2. The Son of God, the fecond perſon in the holy 
Trinity, being very and eternal God, the brightnefs of the 
father's glory, of one ſubſtance and equal with him, who 
made the world, who upholdeth and governeth all things 
he hath made; did, when the fullneſs of time was come, 
take upon him (7) man's nature, with all the effential pro- 
perties, and common infirmities thereof, (+) yet without ſin; 
being conceived by the holy Spirit -in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, the holy Spirit coming down upon her, 
and the power of the Moſt High overthadowing her; (!) 


and ſo was made of a woman, of the tribe of Judah, of 


the ſeed of Abraham and David, according to the ſcrip- 
tures: ſo that two whole, perfect, and diſtin natures, 
were inſeparably joined together in one perſon, without 
converſion, compoſition, or confuſion; which (perſon is 
very God, and very man, yet one (mn) Chriſt, the only 
mediator between God and man. 

3- The Lord Jeſus in his human nature thus united to 
the divine, in the perſon of the Son, was ſanctified, and 
anointed (n) with the holy Spirit, above meaſure; having 


in him (o) all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; in 
whom 


(a) Iſaiah xlii. 1. 1 Peter i, 19, 20. (5) Acts iii. 22. (e) Heb. v. 5, 6. 
(4) Plalm ii. 6. Luke i. 33. (e) Eph. i. 22, 23. (J)] H: b. i. a. 

(g) Ad xvii. 31. ib) Iſaiah liii, zo, John xvii, 6, Rom. viii, 30. 
(i) John i. 14. Gal. iv. 4. (i) Rom. viii 3. Heb. ii. 24, 16, 17. ch. iv. 15. 
Luke i. 27, 31. 35. (m) Rom, ix. 5, 1 Tim. ii, 5. 
( Palm, lv. 7. Att x, 35. John ut, 34+ (e) Col, ii. 3. 
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whom it pleaſed the Father, that (p) all fullneſs ſhould 
dwell: to the end, that being (g) holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
and full (r) of grace, and truth, he might be thoroughly 
furniſhed to execute the office of a mediator, and ('s ) 
ſurety ; which office he took not upon himſelf, but was 
thereunto (x) called by his Father; who alſo put (v) all 
power and judgment in his hand, and gave him com- 
mandment to execute the ſame. | 

4. This office the Lord Jeſus did moſt (x) willingly 
undertake, which that he might diſcharge he was made 
under the law, (y) and did perfectly fulfil it, and under- 
went the (z) puniſhment due to us, which we ſhould 
have borne and ſuffered, being made (a) ſin and a curſe 
for us: _— moſt grievous ſorrows (6) in his ſoul; 
and moſt painful ſufferings in his body; was crucified, and 
died, and remained in the ſtate of the dead; yet ſaw no 
(c) corruption: on the (4) third day he arofs from the 
dead, with the ſame (e) body in which he ſuffered ; with 
which he alſo (7) aſcended into heaven; and there 
fitteth at the right hand of his Father, (g) making inter- 
ceſſion; and ſhall (+) return to judgꝭ men and angels, at 
the end of the world. 

5. The Lord Jeſus, by his perfect obedience and facri- 
fice of himſelf, which he through the eternal Spirit once 
offered up unto God, (7) hath fully ſatisfied the juſtice of 
God, procured reconciliation, and purchaſed an, ever- 
laſting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, (4) for all 
thoſe whom the Father hath given unto him, | 

6. Although the price of redemption was not actually 
paid by Chriſt, till after his incarnation, (/) yet the vir- 


tue, efficacy, and benefit thereof, were communicated to 


the ele in all ages ſucceſſively, from the beginning of 
the world, in and by thoſe promiſes, types and ſacrifices, 
wherein he was revealed, and ſignified to be the ſeed of 
the woman, which ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head; (u) 


B 2 
(p) Col. i. 19. (9) Heb. „n. a6. (7) John i. 14. (e) Heb. vii. 22. 
(e) Heb. v. 5. (u John v. 22, 27. Matt. xxviii. 18. Acts ii. 36. 
(x) Pſalm zl. 7, 8. Heb, x, 5— 10. Jobn x. 18. (y) Gal. iv, 4. Mat. ii. 45. 
(z) Gal. iii, 13. Iſa. Un. 5. 1 Pet. ui. 18. (a) 2 Cor. v. 21. 


(5) Mat. z«vi. 37, 38. Luke zii. 44. Mat. xxvui, 40. 


(e) Acts xiii. 37. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. le) John xx. 25,27, | oF 


{f) Mark xvi. 19, Aftsi.g, 10,11, (g) Rom. vii, 34. Heb, ix. 24. 

(6) Acts x. 42, Rom. xiv. 9, 10. Adds i. 10, 2 Pet. il, 4. 

(i) Heb. ix. 14. ch. x. 14. Rom, in. 25, 26, 

(&) John xvii.2. Heb. ix. 35, (/) 2 Cor. x, 4+ Heb. iv, 2+ 1 Pet. i. 
10, 1. (m) Rev. xii. 8. 
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and the lamb flain from the foundation of the world (n) 
being the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever. 
7. Chriſt in the work of mediation acteth according to 
both natures, by each nature doing that which is proper to 
itſelf; yet by teaſon of the unity of the perſon, that which 
is proper to one nature, is ſometimes in ſcripture attri- 
buted to the perſon (9) denominated by the other nature. 
8. To all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath obtained eter- 
nal redemption, he doth certainly, and effectually (p) 
apply and communicate the ſame; making interceſſion 
for them; uniting them to himſelf by bis Spirit; (q) re- 
vealin unto them, in and by the word, the myſtery of 
ſalvation; perſuading them to believe, and obey z (r) go- 
verning their hearts by his word and ſpirit, and ( 5 over- 
N | coming all their enemies by his Almighty power and wiſ- 
dom; in ſuch manner, and ways, as are moſt conſonant 
| to his wonderful, and (7) unſearchable diſpenſation ; and i 
| all of free, and abſolute. grace, without any condition 
foreſeen in them, to procure it. i 
i 9. This office of mediator between God and man, is 
| . (A) only to Chriſt, who is the prophet, prieſt, and 
' 
j 


ing of the church of God; and may not be not be ei- 
| ther in whole, or any part thereof transferred from him to 
l any other. 
I 10. This number and order of offices is, neceſſary ; for 
in reſpect of our (x) ignorance, we ſtand in need of his f 
' 
| 


| prophetical office; and in reſpect of our alienation from 

God, (y) and imperfection of the beſt of our ſervices, we 
need his prieſtly office, to reconcile us, and preſe/it us ac- 

il ceptable unto God: and in reſpect of our averſeneſs, and 

1; vtter inability to return to God, and for our refcue, and ſe- 

I} curity from our ſpiritual adverſaries, we need his kingly 

f! office, (z) to convince, ſubdue, draw, uphold, deliver, and 

| preſerve us to his heavenly kingdom, 


| |: (e) Heb. xiii. 8. (e) Jchn . 23. Ade . 43. (7) John vi. 37. 
| chap, x. 15, 16. chap. xvii. 9. Rom. v. 10. (gs) John xvii. 6, Eph. 
If i. 9. 1 John v.20. = (7) Rom. viii. 9. 14. (9) Pf. cx, 1, 1 Cor. xv. 
1 25, 46. (5) John iii, 8. Eph. i. 83. (z) 1 Tim. ii. . (=) John i. 18. 
} (1! (9) Col, i. 21. Gal, V, 17. (z) Ichn vi. 8. Pi. cx. LO Luke i. 
j — vS | 
| 
| 
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CHAP. M. 
QF 212 WILL, 


1. 0d hath indued the will of man with that na- 
tural liberty and power of acting upon choice, 

that it is (a) neither forced, nor by any neceſſity of na- 
ture determined to do good or evil. | 4 
2. Man in his ſtate of innocency, had freedom and 
power, to will and to do that (5) which was good, and 
well pleaſing to God; but yet (e) was mutable, ſo that 
ue * fall from it. | 9 * 
Man by his fall into a ſtate of ſin, hath wholly loſt (d) 

all ability of will, to any fpiritual good accompanying ſal- 
vation; ſo as a natural man, being altogether averſe from 
that good, (e) and dead in fin, is not able by his own 
ſtrength, to (F) convert himſelf, or to prepare himſelf 
ereunto. | N 7 8 | 
as 4. When God converts a ſinner, and tranſlates him into 


the ſtate of grace, (g] he freeth him from his natural bon= 


dage under fin, and by his grace alone enables him ( 
freely to will, and to do that which is ſpiritually good; yet 
ſo as that, by reaſon of his (i) remaining corruptions, he 
doth not perfectly nor only will that which is good, but 
doth alſo will that which is evil. | ne 

5. The will of man is made (+) perfectly, and immu- 
tably free to good alone, in the ſtate of glory only. 


— . * N 2 wn” a + TV - ©, ms 5 


CHAR X. 
OF EFFECTUAL CALLING. 


1. HOSE whem God hath predeſtinated unto life, 
de is pleaſed in his appointed, and accepted 

a) effectually to call by his word and ſpirit, out of 

B 3 that. 


(a) Mat. xvii, 12, James i. 14. Deut. xxx, 19. (5) Eecl, vii. 29, 
(c] Gen. iii. G. (4) Rom. v. 6. ch. viii. 7. te) Eph. ii. 1, 3. 
(J Tit. in. 3, 4, 5. Joh vi. 44. (g) Col. i. 13. Jobn Mü. 1 
(5) Phil. ii. 13. (i) Rom. vii. 15, 18, 19, 21, 23. (4) Exk. iv. 13. 
(s) Romy vi. 30, Rom. zi. 7, rh. i, 10. 21, 2 TM I. 33, 14+ 


time, 


, 
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that ſtate of ſin, and death, in which they are by nature, 
to grace and ſalvation (5) by Jeſus Chriſt ; enlightening 
their minds, ſpiritually, and ſavingly, (e) to under- 
ſtand the things of God; taking away their (4) heart of 
ſtone, and giving unto them an heart of fleſh; renew- 
ing their wills, and by his Almighty power determining 
them (e] to that which is good, and effectually drawing 
them to Jeſus Chriſt ;/yet ſo as they come (7) molt freely, 
being made willing by his grace. 

2. This effectual call is of God's free and ſpecial grace 
alone, (g) not from any thing at all foreſeen in man, nor 
from any thing at all foreſeen in man, nor from any pow- 
er or agency in the creature, co-working with his ſpe- 
cial grace, (h) the creature being wholly paſſive therein, 
being dead in fins and treſpaſſes, until bemg quickened and 
renewed by the holy Spirit, he 1s thereby enabled to an- 
ſwer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and con- 
veyed in it, and that by no leſs (i power than that which 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead. 

3. Elect infants dying in infancy, (4) are regenerated 
and ſaved by Chriſt through the Spirit ; whoworketh when 
and where, and (/) how he pleaſeth: ſo alſo are all other 
elet perſogs, who are incapable of bein outwadly 
called by the miniſtry of the word. 

4. Others not elected, although they may be called by the 
miniſtry of the word, (n) and may have ſome common ope- 
rations of the Spirit, yet not being effectually dran by the 
father, they neither will, nor can truly (n) come to Chriſt; 
and therefore cannot be ſaved: much leſs can men that 
receive not the Chriſtian religion (o) be ſaved; be they 
never ſo diligent to frame their lives according to the 
light of nature, and the law of that religion they do 
proſeſs. 

) Eph, ii, 26. (c) Ads vi. 18. Epb. i. 27, 18. (d) Exzek. 


xxxvi. 26, () Deut. xxx. 6. Ezck, xxxvi. 27. Eph. i. 19. F.. 
ex. 3. Cant. i. 4. (6) 2 Tim. i. 9. Eph ii. 8. (6) Cor. ii. 14. 


Eph. ü. 5. Joha v. 25. (i) Epb. i. 19, 20. - (#) Jobs in. 3, 5, 6. 
(1) 18. 1 8. (m) Mat. xxii. 14. - Xili, 20. 5 * 5 — 5 
(] John vi. 44, 45, 65. 1 John ii, 24, 25. (s) AQs iv, 12, John 


Ni, 22. Chap, xvii. 3. , 
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V 


CHAP. XI. 
OF JUSTIFICATION». 


t. HOSE whom God effeQtually calleth, he alſo 

freely (a) juſtifieth, not by infuſing righteouſneſs . 

into them, but () by pardoning their fins, and by ac- 

counting and accepting their 'perſons as {c) righteous; 

not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, 

but for Chriſt's ſake alone; not by imputing faith it- 

( ſelf, the act of believing, or any other (d) evangelical / 

obedience to them, as their righteouſneſs; but by imputing 

Chriſt's active obedience unto the whole law, and paſſive 

obedience in his death, for their whole and ſole righteouſ- 

neſs, they (e) receiving, and reſting on him, and bis righ- 

teouſneſs, by faith; which faith they have not of them» 
ſelves, it is the gift of God. | 

2. Faith thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt, and his 

| righteouſneſs, is the (/) alone inftrument of juſtification: 

f ' yet it is not alone in the perſon juſtifed, but is ever accom- 

panied with all other ſaving graces, and is no dead faith, 

(e) but worketh by love. 

3. Chriſt, by his obedience and death, did fully diſ- 
charge the debt of all thoſe that are juſtified; and did by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, in the blood of his croſs, undergo- 
ing in their ſtead, the penalty due unto them, make a pro- 

r, rea}, and full ſatisfaction (6) ts God's juſtice in their 

half; yet, inaſmuch as he was given by the Father for 
them, and his obedience and ſatisfaQtion accepted in their 
ſtead, and both (i) freely, not for any thing in them, their 
juſtification is only of free grace, that both the exact juſtice 
and rich grace of God might be (4) glorified in the juſti- 
fication ot ſinners. 

By 4- God 


(s) Rom, iii, 24. ch. viii. 30. (5) Rom. iv. 5, 6, 7, 8. Epb. L 7. 

(e) x Cor. i. 30, 31. Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. (% Phil. iii, 8. 9. Epb. its 
$, 9, 10. (e) John i. 12. Rom. v. 179, (Ff) Rom. in. 28. (g) Gal. v. 6. 
James ii. 17, 22, 26, (5) Heb, z. 24, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, Iſa. hii. 8, 6. 

(5) Kom, viii. 32, 2 Cor. v. 21, (4 Rom. iti, 26, Erh. i, 6, 7» ch. ib 7 


1 £ Fob.” 
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4. God did from all eternity decree to (I) juſtify all the 
celect, and Chriſt did in the fulneſs of time die for their 
Ons, and riſe (n] again far their juſtification; nevertheleſs 
they are not juſtified perſonally, until the holy Spirit doth 
in due time (u) actually apply Chriſt unto them. 
5. God doth continue to (0) forgive the ſins of thoſe 
that are juſtified, and although they can never fall from 
the ſtate of (p) e yer they may by their ſins fall 
under God's () fathetly diſpleaſure; and in that condition 
they have not uſually the light of his countenance reſfored 
unto them, until they (r) humble themſelves, confeſs their 
bins, beg pardon, and renew their faith and repentance. ' . 

6. The juſtification of believers under the old teſtament, 
was in all thefe reſpects, (s) one and the ſame with the 
Juſtification of believers under the new teſtament, Is; 


CHAP. XIL 
oF ADOPTION, 


AI theſe that are juſtified, God vouchſaſed in, ar for 
A the ſake of his only Son Jeſus Chriſt, to make par- 

kers of the grace (a) of Adoption; by which they ate 
taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and (5) pri- 
vileges of children bf God; have his (e) name put upon 
them, (4) receive the Spirit of Adoption, (e) have acceſs 
to the throne of grace with' boldneſs; are enabled to cry 
Abba, Father; are (f) pitied, (g) protected, () provided 
for, and (i) chaſtened by him, as by a Father; yet never 
(4) caſt off, but ſealed (/) to the day of redemption, and 
inherit the promiſes, (m) as heirs of everlaſting ſalvation. ' 


. (2) Gal. iü. 8. x Pet. i. 2. 1 Tim. ii. 6, (*] Rom. iv, 25, (n) Col. i. 
21, 22. Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. (e) Matt. vi. 12. 1 John i. 7, 9. (5) Phu x. 28, 
(7) Pf. Ex xiz. 31, 33, 33. (7) Pf. xxxi3. 5. & li. 7— ia. „ XxVi. 75. 
(z) Gal. i, 9. Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24. I 
(«) Eph.ia 5. Gal. iv. 4, 5. (4) John 1, 12. Rom. 8. 17. (e) 2 Cor, 
vi, 18. : þ Rev, iii, 12. (d) Rom. viu. 15. (e) Gal. iv. 6. Eph. I, 18. 
(F) Pf. eiii. 13. (g) Prov. xiv. 26, (5) x Pet. v. 7. (i) Heb. xii. 6. 
(#) 14. liv, 8, 9. Lam. ii. 31. (% Eph. iv. zo. (*) Heb, i. 14. 


a, vi. 12. . 
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CHAP. XIII, 
OF SANCTIFICATION- 
HEY who are united to Chriſt, effectually 


and regenerated, having a new heart and a new 
ſpirit created in them, through the virtue of Chriſt's death 
and reſurre@ion; are alſo (a) faxther ſanctiſied, really, and 
perſonally, through the ſame virtue, (5) by his word and 
Ppiri dwelling in them; ' the dominion of the whole 
body of ſin is deſtroyed, (d) and the ſeveral luſts thereof, 
are more and more weakened, and mortified ; and they 
more and more quickened, and (e) ſtrengthened in all ſav- 
ing graces, to the (/) practice of all true holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. | | 
2. This ſanctification is (g) throughout in the whole 
man, yet imperfe (5) in this life ; there abideth ſtill ſome 
remnants of corruption in every part, whence ariſeth a (i) 
continua), and irreconcileable war; the fleſh luſting againſt 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh. 8 x 
3. In which war, although the remaining corruption 
for a time may much (I) prevail, yet, through the conti- 
nuai ſupply of ſtrength, From the ſanctifying Spirit of 
Chriſt, the ({) regenerate * doth overcome; and ſo the 
ſaints grow in grace, perfec ing holineſs in the fear of God, 
(n) preſling after an heavenly life, in evangelical obedience, 
to 45 the commands which Chriſt, as Head and King, in 
his word, hath preſcribed to them. | | 


. _ 
CHAP. XIV. 
OF SAVING FAITH- 


1, FF HE grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled 
87 to believe to the ſaving of their ſouls, is the work 
of the Spirit of Chriſt (a) in their hearts, and is ordinarily 
. : k . | 4 6 4 * ” , «6 wrought 
( AAs xx, 32, Rom, vi. 5, 6, (6) John wü. 27. Eph. ji, x6, 17. 
18, 19. 1 Thefl, v. 21, 22, 23. (e) Rom. vi. 14. (4) Gal. v. 24, 
(e) Col. i. 11. (f) Core vii. 1. Heb, xii. 24. (g) 1 Thetf, v. 33. 
9 Rom, vii. 18, 23. (i) Gal. v. 17. 1 Pet. 6, 11. (4 Rom. Vil, 23. 
!) Rom. vi, 14. () Eph, iv, 15, 16. 2 Cots M. 28. ch. v, 4. 
(4) 2 Cor, iv, 13. Erh. u. 3, * . k ; 
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wrought by the miniſtry of the (b) word; by which alſo» 
and by the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- 

prayer, and other means appointed of God, it is in- 
creaſed, (c) and ſtrengthened. 

2. By this faith, a Chriſtian believeth to be true, (d) 
whatſoever is revealed in the word, for. the authority of 
God himſelf; and alſo apprehendeth an excellency therein, 
(e] above all other writings, and all things in the world: 
as it bears forth the glpry of God in his attributes, the ex- 


cellency of Chriſt in his nature and offices, and the power 


and fulneſs of the Holy Spirit in his workings and opera- 
tions; and ſo is enabled to (J) caſt his ſoul upon the truth 
thus belicved ; and alſo acteth differently upon that which 
each particular paſſage thereof containeth : yielding obedi- 
ence to the (g) commands, trembling at the (6) threatenings, 
and embracing the (i) promiſes of God, for this. life, and 
that which is to come: but the principal acts of ſaving faith, 
have immediate relation to Chriſt, accepting receiving and 
reſting upon 4) him alone, for juſtification, ſanctification, 
and eternal life, by. virtue of the covenant of grace. 

3. This faith, although it be different in degrees, and 


may be weak, () or ſtrong, yet it is in the leaſt degree of 


it, different in the kind, or nature of it, as is all other ſaving 
grace, from the faith () and common grace of temporar 
believers; and therefore, though it may be many times af. 
ſailed and weakened, yet it gets (#) the victory, growing 
up in many, to the attainment of a full (o) aſſurance through 
Chriſt, who is both the author (p) and finiſher of our faith, 


m—_—— 


CHAP, XV. 
OF REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE AND SALVATION» 


1. QUCH of the ele& as are converted at riper years, 

having (a) ſometimes lived in the ſtate of nature, 

and therein ſerved divers Juſts and pleaſures, God in their 
effectual calling giveth them repentance unto life. 

2. Where- 


(5) Rom. x. 14, 37, (e] Luke xvii. 5. 1 Pet. ii, 2. Act xx. 32. 

(% Ads xxiv. 14. (e) Pf, xix, 7, 8, 9, 10. Pi. cxix, 72, 

(f) 2 Tim. i. 12. (g] John xv. 14. (b) Isa. Ixvi. 2. 

(i) Heb. xi. 13. % Jobn i. 12. Acts x11, 31. Gal. ii. 20. Ad. 
uv. 11. (/) Heb, v. 13, 14. att. vi. 300 Rom. iv. 19, 20. (m) 2 Pet. i. x, 

(#) Epb. vi, 16. 3 Jchnv. 4, 5. (e] Heb, m. 13, 12. Col. jj, 2. 

(p) Reb. xii. 2. (a) Tit. iti, 2, 3, 4, 5» 


— 
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2. Whereas there is none that doth good, and ſinneth (6) 
not, and the beſt of men may, threugh the power and de- 
ceitfulneſs of their corruption dwelling in them, with the 
prevalency of temptation, fall into great ſins and provoca- 
tions, God hath in the covenant of grace, mercifully pro- 
vided that believers ſo ſinning and falling, (e) be renewed 
ou repentance unto ſalvation. 

3. This ſaving repentance is an (d) evangelical grace, 
whereby a perſon, being by the Holy Spirit made ſenſible 
of the manifold evils of his fin, doth, by faith in Chriſt, 
humble himſelf for it, with godly ſorrow, deteſtation of it, 
and ſelf-abhorrency; (e) praying for pardon, and ſtrength 
of grace, with a purpoſe and endeavour, by ſupplies of the 
Spirit, to (J) walk before God unto all well pleaſing in all 


things. 


4. As repentance is to be continued through the whole 
courſe of our lives, upon the account of the body of death, 
and the motions thereof; ſo it is every man's . to re» 
pent of his (g) particular known ſins, particularly. 

5. Such is the proviſion which God hath made through 
Chriſt in the covenant of grace, for the pteſervation of be- 
Jievers unto ſalvation, that although there is no fin ſo ſmall, 
but it deſerves () damnation; yet there is no ſin ſo great, 
that it ſhall bring damnation on them that (i) repent; 
which makes the conſtant preaching of repentance ne- 
cellary, 6 


— cu %. * | Wo 
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CHAP. XVI. 


OF GOOD WORKS. 


1. FNOOD works are only ſuch as God hath (a) 


commanded in his holy word, and not ſuch as 
without the warrant thereof, are deviſed by men, out of 
blind zeal, (6) or upon any pretence of good intentions. 
2. Theſe good works, done in obedience to God's 
commandments, are the fruits and evidences (c) of a 
| 20 true 
3) Eccl, vii, 20. (e) Luke wi. 37, 32. 
4) Tech. xi}. 10. Adds xi. 18. 92 Ezele, veguvi. 31. 2 Cor. vil. 11, 
(f) Pf. exix. 6. Pf. cxix. 12%, (g) Luke xi g, 8. 1 Tim. i, 13, 15. 
6) Rom. vi. 23. (i) Ifa. i, 16, 2, lv, 7, (s) Mic. vi. 8. Heb, xii, 2 T. 
Y Mat. w. 9. Ifaiah Xx. 13. ü. 18, 23. 
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true and lively faith; and by them believers manifeſt their 
(4) thankfulneſs, ſtrengthen their (e) aſſurance, edify their 
(Cf) brethren, adorn the profeſſion of the goſpel, ſtop the 
months of the adverſaries, and glorify (g) God, whoſe 
workmanſhip they are, created in Chriſt Jeſus (5) there- 
- unto, that having their fruit unto holineſs, they may have 
the end (i) eternal life, 1 | 
3. Their ability to do good works, is not at all of them- 
ſelves, but wholly from the ſpirit (I) of Chriſt; and that 
they may be enabled thereunto, beſides the graces they 
have already received, there is neceſſary an (1) actual in- 
fluence of the ſame holy Spirit, to work in them to will, 
and to do of his good pleaſure; yet are they not here- 
upon to grow negligent, as if they were not bound to 
perform any duty, unleſs upon a ſpecial motion of the 
Spirit, but they ought to be diligent in (vi) ſtirring up the 
grace of God that is in them. | | 

4. They who in their obedience attain to the greateſt 
- height which is poſſible in this life, are ſo far from being 
able to ſupererogate, and to do more than God requires, 
as that (a) they fall ſhort af much which ip duty they 
are bound to do. Wn 

5. We cannot by our beſt works merit pardon of fin or 
eternal life at the hand of God, by reaſon of the great 
diſproportion that is between them and the glory to come, 
and the infinite diſtance that is between us and God, whom 
by them we can neither profit, nor ſatisfy, for the debt of 
our (o) former fins; but when we have done all we can, 
we have done but our duty, and are unprofitable ſervants ; 
and becauſe as they are good they proceed from his (29 
fpirit, and as they are wrought by us they are defiled () and 
mixed with ſo muchweakneſs and imperfection, that they 
cannot endure the feverity of God's judgment. * 

6. Yet notwithſtanding the perſons of believers being 
accepted through Chriſt, their good works alſo are ac- 
cepted in (r) him; not as though they were in this life 
wholly unblameable and unreprovable in God's fight, 
but that he looking upon them in his Son, is pleaſed to 


accept 
(>) Pf, exvi. 12, 13. () x Johnii. 3, 5. 2 Pet, i. 5—11. 
(f) Mat. v. 16. (z) 1 Tim. vi. 3. 1 Pet. ü. 15. Phil. i. 11. 
U) Eph. ii. 10. (i) Rom, vi. 23. (k) John xv. 4, 5, 
(-7) Cor. iii. 5, PhAii, 13. (=) Phil, U. 12. Heb, vi. x1, 12. 
Ifa. liv. 7. (nj Job. ix. 2, 3. Gal, v. 17. Luke xvii. 10. 18 


Ce Rom. ii. 20, Eph, ii. 8,9. Rom. iv. 6. (p) Gal. v. 22,23, (0 1 
iv. 6. Pſ. exliu. 2, (7) Eph. i. 6. 1 Pet ii. 5. Yy 00 * 
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accept and reward that which is (7) ſincere, although un- 
accompanied with many weakneſſes and imperfections. 
7. Works done by unregenerate men, although for the 
matter of them they may be things which God commands. 
and of uſe, both to themſelves and (7) others; yet be- 
cauſe they proceed not from a heart purified by (a) faith, 
nor are done in a right manner according to the (w) word, 
nor to a right end the (x) glory of God, they are therefore 
ſinful, and cannot pleaſe God, nor make a than meet to 
receive grace from (y) God, and yet theit negle& of 
them is more ſinful and (z) diſpleaſing to God. | 


* 


1 


— 


CHAP. XVII. 


OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS, 


x. TN whom God hath accepted in the beloved, 
effectually called and ſanctified by his Spirit, and 

given the precious faith of his elect unto, can heither 
totally nor finally fall from the ſtate of grace, (a)] but 
ſhall certainly perſevere therein to the end, and be eter- 
nally ſaved, ſeeing the gifts and callings of God are with= 
out repentance, whence he ſtill begets and nouriſheth in 
them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces 
of the ſpirit unto immortality; and though many ſtorms 
and floods ariſe and beat againſt them, yet they ſhall ne- 
ver be able to take them off that foundation and rock 
which by faith they are faſtened upon : notwithſtanding, 
through unbelief and the temptations of ſatan, the ſenſi- 
ble ſight of the light and love of God, may for a time be 
clouded and obſcured from () them, yet he is {till the 
ſame, (c) and they ſhall be ſure to be kept by the power 
of God unto ſalvation, where they ſhall enjoy their pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion, they being engraven upon the FRO 
is 


() Mat.xxv.,21,23, Heb. vi. 10. (t) 2 Kings x. 30. 1 Kings xvi. 27, 29. 
(«) Gen iv. 5. Heb. zi. 4, 65. (w) 1 Cor, xi. 1. f 

(x) Mat. vi. a, 5. (y) Amos v. 21, 22., Rom. iz. 16, Tit. iti. 5. 
(=) Job zi. 14, 15. Mat. xxv. 41, 42, 43. RO 

(a) Job x. 28, 29, Phil, 6. 2 Tim, ii. 19. 1 John ii. 19. 

2 ſ, Izxxix, 31, 32. 1 Cor, zi. 38. (c) Mal, iis, 6. 
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his hands, and their names having been written in the 
book of life from all eternity. * 

2. This perſeverance of the ſaints, depends not upon 
their own free will, but upon the immutability of the de- 


cree of (d) election, flowing from the free and unchange- - 
able love of God the Father, upon the efficacy of the me- 


rit and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt (e) and union with him, 
the () oath of God, the abiding of his Spirit, and the (g) 
ſeed of God within them, and the nature of the (5) cove- 
nant of grace; from all which ariſeth alſo the certainty and 
infallibility thereof. | 

3. And though they may, through the temptation of 
Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption re- 
maining in them, and the negle& of means of their pre- 
ſervation, fall into grievous (i) fins, and for a time con- 
tinue therein ; whereby they incur (4) God's diſpleaſure, 
and grieve his holy Spirit, come to have their graces and 
J comforts impaired, have their hearts hardened, and their 
conſciences wounded, () hurt and ſcandalize others, and 
bring temporal judgments (2) upon themſelves, yet they 
ſhall renew their (o) repentance, and be preſerved, through 


faith in Chriſt Jeſus, to the end. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


OF THE ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND SALVATION, 


8. A though temporary believers, and other unregene- 

rate men, may vainly deceive themſelves with falſe 
hopes, and carnal preſumptions, of being in the favour of 
God, and ſtate of falvation, (a) which hope of theirs ſhall 
periſh ; yet ſuch as truly believe in the og Jeſus, and 
love him in ſincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good 
conſcience before him, may in this life be certainly aſſur- 


ed, 
(4) Rom, viii. 30. chap. ix. 11, 16. (e) Rom. v. 9, 10. John xiv. 19. 
(F) Heb. vi. 17, 18. (g) x John 3. 9. (6) Jer. xxxii. 40. 
(i) Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 74. (#) Iſa, Ixiv. 5,9. Epb. iv. 30. 


(!) Pſalm li. 10, x2. m) PC, xxxii, n) 2 Sam, xii, 1 
(e) Luke xxii. 33. and ver, 605 62. or? ( N 1 
( Job viii, 23, 14. Matt. vii, 22, 23. 
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ed, (4) that they are in the ſtate of grace; and may rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of God, which hope ſhall never 
make them (c) aſhamed. 

2. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and proba- 
ble perſuaſion, grounded upon (d ) a fallible hope, but an 
infallible affurance of faith, founded on the blood and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt (e) revealed in the Goſpel; and 
alſo upon the inward (J) evidence of thoſe graces of the 
Spirit, unto which promiſes are made, and on the teſti - 
mony of the (g) Spirit of Adoption, witneſſing with 
our ſpirits, that we are the children of God; and, as 
a fruit thereof, keeping the heart both (5) humble 
and m_ | | 
3. This infallible aſſurance doth not ſo belong to the 
eſſence of faith, but that a true believer may wait long; 
and conflict with many difficulties, before he be (7) par- 
taker of it; yet being enabled by the Spirit, to know the 
things which are freely given him of God, he may with- 
out extraordinary revelation, in the right uſe of means (4) 
attain thereunto: and therefore it is the duty of every 
one, to give all diligence to make his calling and election 
ſure, that thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace and 
joy in the holy Spirit, in leve and thankfulneſs to God, 
and in ſtrength and chearfuulneſs in the duties of obedi- 
ence, the proper (/) fruits of this aſſurance ;—ſo far is it 
(m) from inclining men to looſeneſs. 

4. True believers may have the aſſurance of their ſal- 
vation divers ways ſhaken, diminiſhed, and intermitted ; 
as (u) by -negligence in preſerving of it, by (e) falling 
into ſome ſpecial fin, which wouudeth the conſcience, 
and gneveth the Spirit; by ſome ſudden or (p) vehement 
temptation, by God's withdrawing the (g; light of his 
countenance, and ſuffering even fuch as fear him, to walk 
in darkneſs and to have no light; yet are they never deſ- 


titutg 


(5) x John ii, 3. chap. 3. 14, 78, 19, 21, 24. chaP. , 13. 

(c) Rom, v. 245+ (4) Heb. vi. 11, 19. i (e) Heb, vi, 17, 18. 
(F) 2 Pet. i. 4, 5, 10, 11. (g) Rom, $61 5, 16. (5) Joha 3. 1—3. 
(7) Ifa, 1, 10. Pal, Ixxxvii. and Plal, Inu. 1— 1. 


(e) „ ſobn iv, 13. Heo. vi. 11, 12, (/)Rom. v. 1, 2, f. chap, x7, 
17. Plal, cxix, 3a. (m) Rom. vi. 1 2. Tit. . 11,12, 14+ , 
(n) Cant, v. 2, 3, 6. (6) Pi. I. . 8, 12, 14. 


(e Pala cxvi, 11. Iuxvü. 7, 8. XI. 23. C Pſalm xxx. 7. 
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titute of the U ſeed of God, and life (5) bf faith, that 
love of Chriſt, and the brethren, that ſincerity of heart, 
and conſcience of duty, out of which, by the operation 
of the Spirit, this aſſurance may in due time be (f) re- 
vived, and by the which in the mean time, they are (u 
preſerved from utter deſpair. | 


9 8 — = 1 
j FT 


| . — CHAP. XIX. 
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or THE LAw OF cop. 


i 1: FAUOD gave to Adam a law of univerſal obedience; 
| (a) written in his heart, and a particular pro- 
cept of not eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of N 
| good and evil; by which he bound him, and all his poſ- 
| terity to perſonal; entire, exact and perpetual () obedi- 
| ence; promiſed life upon the fulfilling, and (c) threaten 1 
ed death upon the breach of it, and endued him with 
Ft power and ability to keep it. 

2. The ſame law that was firſt written in the heart of 
man, (A) continued to be a perfect rule of righteouſneſs 
after the fall, and was delivered by God upon Mount 
Sinai, in (e) ten commandments, and written in two tas 
bles, the four firſt containing our duty towards God; and 
the other fix, our duty to man. 

3. Beſides this law, commonly called moral, God was 
pleaſed to give to the people of Iſrael ceremonial laws, 
containing ſeveral typical ordinances, partly of worſhip, 
(J) prefiguring Chriſt, his graces, actions, fufferings, and 
benefits; and partly holding forth divers inſtructions (g) 
of moral duties, all which ceremonial laws being appoint- 

ed only to the time of reformation, are by Jeſus Chriſt the 
true Meſſiah, and only Law-giver, who was furniſhed 
with power from the F ather, for that end, (hb) abrogated 


15 and taken away. * 
1 | | | 4; Jo 


St (r) » John 3. 9. (ei) Luke 22. 32, (e) Palm zhii, 5, 11. 
(a) Lam, 3. 26, 27-31, () Gen, i. 27. Eccles. vii. 29. 

(5) Rom. x. 5. (e) Gal. 3. 10, 12, (4) Rom, ii. 14, Ig, 

(e) Deut. x. 4+ (Y Heb, x. 1. Col. ii. 17. 

(g) 1 Cor, v. 7. (5) Col, u. 24, 16, 17, Eph, ii, 14, 16. 
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4. To them alſo he gave ſundry judicial laws, which 
expired together with the ſtate of that people, not ob- 
liging any now by virtue of that inflitution ; their gene- 
ral i) equity only being of moral uſe. 

5. The moral law doth for ever bind all, (&) as well 
Juſtified perſons as others, to the obedience thereof, and 
that not only in regard of the matter contained in it, but 
allo in reſpect of the (J) authority of God the crea- 
ator, who gave it; neither doth Chriſt in the Goſpel any 
way diſſolve, (n) but much ſtrengthen this obligation. 

6. Although true believers be not under the law, as a 
covenant of works, (n) to be thereby juſtified or con- 
demned, yet it is of great uſe to them, as well as to others, 
in that, as a rule of life, informing them of the will of 
God, and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk 
accordingly ; (e) diſcovering alſo the ſinful pollutions of 
their natures, hearts and lives, fo as examining themſelves 
thereby, they may come to further conviction of, humilia- 
tion for, and hatred againſt fin; together with a clearer 
ſight of the need they have of Chriſt and the perfection 
of his obedience: it is likewiſe of uſe to the regenerate, 
to reſtrain their corruptions, in that it forbids fin; and 
the threatnings of it ſerve to ſhew what even their fins 
deſerve, and what afflictions in this life they may expect 
for them, although freed from the curſe and unallayed 


rigour thereof. The promiſes of it likewiſe ſhew them 


God's approbation of obedience, and what bleſſings they 
may expect upon the performance thereof, though not as 
due to them by the law as a covenant of works; fo as man's 
doing good and refraining from evil, becauſe the law en- 
courageth to the one and deterreth from the other, 1s no 
evidence of his being (p) under the law and not under grace. 
7. Neither are the torementioned uſes of the law (g) 
contrary to the grace of the (zoſpel, but do ſweetly com- 
ply with it, the ſpirit of Chriſt ſubduing (r) and enabling 
the will of man to do that freely and chearfully, which the 
will of God revealed in the law, requireth to be done. 


(:) 1 Cor. ix. 8—10, (%) Rom. xiii, 8Z—10. James ii, 8, 10, 11, 12. 
(% James ii. 10, 11. (m) Matt. v. 17, 18, 19. Rom, iii. 31. 

(% Rom, vi. 14. Gal. ii. 16. Rom. viii, 1, chap. x. 4. 

(o) Rom. iii. 20. Chap. vii. 7, c. (y) Rom. vi. 12—14. 1 Pet. iii. 13. 
(g) Gal. iii. 21. (r) Ezek, xxxvi. 27. 
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CHAP. XX. 
OF THE GOSPEL, AND THE EXTENT OF THE GRACE 
THEREOF. 
1. HE covenant of works being broken by ſin, and 


made unprofitable unto life, God was pleaſed to 
give forth the promiſe of Chrift, (a) the ſeed of the wo- 
man, as the means of calling the ele, and begetting in 
them faith and repentance; in this promiſe, the (6b) Goſ- 
pel, as to the ſubſtance of it, was revealed, and therein 
effectual, for the converſion and ſalvation of ſinners. 

2. This promiſe of Chriſt, and ſalvation by him, is re- 
vealed only by (c) the word of God; neither do the works 
of creation, or providence, with the light of nature, (4) 
make diſcovery of Chriſt, or of grace by him, ſo much as 
in a general or obſcure way ; much leſs, that men, deſti- 
tute of the revelation of him by the promiſe, or Goſpel, 
(e) ſhould be enabled thereby, to attain ſaving faith, or 


: repentance. 


3. The revelation of the Goſpel unto ſinners, made in 
divers times, and Ly ſundry parts, with the addition of pro- 
miſes, and precepts, for the obedience required therein ; 
as to the nations, and perſons, to whom it is granted, is 
merely of the (/) ſovereign will and good pleaſure of God; 
not being annexed by virtue of any promiſe, to the due 
improvement of mens natural abilities, by virtue of com- 
mon light received, without it ; which none ever did (g) 
make, or can ſo do: And therefore in all ages, the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel hath been granted unto perſons and 
nations, as to the extending or limiting of it, in great va- 
riety, according to the counſel of the will of God. 

4. Although the Goſpel be the only outward means of 
revealing Chriſt, and of ſaving grace, and is, as ſuch, a- 
bundantly ſufficient thereunto; yet that men, who are dead 
in treſpalles, may be born again, quickened or regenerated; 
there is moreover neceſſary, an effectual inſuperable (5) 
work of the Holy Spirit, upon the whole ſoul, tor the pro- 
ducing in them a new ſpiritual life ; without which, no 
other means will effect (i) their converſion unto God. 


CHAP. 
(a) Gen. iii. 15. (4) Rev. xiii, $, (e) Rom. i. 17. 
(4) Rem, x. 14, 16,17. (e) Prov, xxix. 18. II. Xxv. 7. chap. Ix. 2, 3. 


(f) Vi. clxvii, 20 AQ, xvi. 7. (C) Rom. i. 18, &c. 
(b) Fial.cx. 3. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Eph, i. 19, 20. (i) John vi. 44. 2 Cor. iv. 4,5, 
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C HAP. XXI. 


OF CHRISTIAN LIEB TY, AND LIBERTY OF cox- 

8 SCIENCE, 3 
1. PHE liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed for believ- 

ers under the Goſpel, conſiſts in their freedom 

from the guilt of ſin, the condemning wrath of God, the 
rigour and (a) curſe of the law, and in their being den ver- 
ed from this preſent evil (5) world, bondage to (e) ſatan, 
and dominion (4) of fin, from the (e) evil of afflictions, 
the fear and ſting (/) of death, the victory of the grave, 
and (g) everlaſting damnation; as alſo in their (5) free 
acceſs to God, and their yielding obedience unto him, not 
out of a ſlaviſh fear, (i) but a child-like love, and wil- 
ling mind. 

All which were common alſo to believers under the law 
(4) for the ſubſtance of them; but under the New Teſtament, 
the liberty of chriſtians is further enlarged, in their free» 
dom from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to which the 
Jewiſh church was ſubjected, and in greater boldneſs of 
acceſs to the throne of grace, and in fuller communica- 
tions of the (J) free ſpirit of God, than believers under 
the law did ordinarily pattake of, | 

2. God alone is (m) Lord of the conſcience, and hath 
left it free frora the doctrines and commandments of men, 
() which are in any thing contrary to his word, or not 
c ontained in it. So that to believe ſuch doctrines, or obey 
ſuch commands out of conſcience, (o) is to betray true li- 
berty of conſcience ; and the requiring of an (p) implicit 
faith, and abſolute and blind obedience, is to deſtroy li- 
berty of conſcience, and reaſon alſo. 

3 They who, upon pretence of chriſtian liberty, do practice 
any fin, or cheriſh any ſinful luſt, as they do thereby per- 
vert the main deſign of the grace of the Goſpel, (g) to their 
on deſtruction, ſo they wholly deffroy (r) the end of 
chriſtian liberty; which is, that, being delivered out of the 
hands of all our enemies, we might ſerve the Lord without 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days 
of our lives. | 

(a) Gal. 3. 13. (5) Gal. i. 44 (c) Acts nxvi, 18. (ad) Rom. 8. 3. 

te) Rom. viii. 28. (J) Cor. xv. 54—57. (g) 2 Thefl, i. 10. 

(5) Rom. vii. 15. (i) Luke i. 74, 75. 1Jobniv. 18. (4) Gal.3, 9,14, 

(7) John vii. 38, 39. Heb. x. 19—21. (] Jam. iv, 12. Rom. ziv. 4. 


(n) Acts iv. 19. & v. 29. 1 Cor. vi. 23. Matt. xv. 9. (9) Col. ii. 40, 22,3. 
(P) 1 Cor. 3. 5. 2 Cor. i. 24. (9) Rom. vi. 1, 2. (r] Gal. v. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 18-2 1. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND THE SABBATH DAY. 


I. HE light of nature ſhews that there is a God, who 

hath lordſhip and ſovereignty over all ; 1s juſt, 
good, and doth good untp all; and 1s therefore to be fear- 
ed, loved, praiſed, called upon, truſted in, and ſerved, 
with all the heart, and all the ſoul, (a) and with all the 
might. But the acceptable way of worſhipping the true 
God, is (b) inſtituted by himſelf, and ſo limited by his 
own revealed will, that he may not be worſhipped accord- 
ing to the imaginations and devices of men, or the ſuggeſ- 
tions of ſatan, under any viſible repreſentations, or (c) any 
other way, not preſcribed in the holy ſcriptures. 

2. Religious worſhip is to be given to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and to him (4) alone; not to an- 

els, ſaints, or any other (e) creatures; and ſince the fall, 
not without a (f) Mediator, nor in the mediation of any 
other but (g) Chriſt alone; ; 

3. Prayer, with thankſgiving, being one ſpecial part of 

natural worſhip, is by God required of (5) all men. But 
that it may be accepted, it is to be made in the (i) name 
of the Son, by the help (k) of the Spirit, according to (1) 
his will ; with underſtanding, reverence, humility, ferven- 
cy, faith, love and perſeverance; and when with others, 
in a (m) known tongue. 
4. Prayer is to be made for things lawful, and for all 
ſorts of men living, () or that ſhall live hereafter ; but 
not (o) for the dead, nor for thoſe of whom it may be 
known, that they have ſinned (y) the fin unto death. 

5. The (q) reading of the ſcriptures, preaching, and (r) 
hearing the word of God, teaching and admonithing one 
another in pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with 
grace in our hearts to (5) the Lord; as alfo the adminiſtra- 

non 


4) Jer. x. 7. Mark wii. 33. (b) Deut. xii, 22. c k 

85 — iv. 9, 10. John vi. 23. Matt. 23. 19. Oy 25 
(e) Rom. i. 25. Col it. 18. Rev. xix, 10. V/ John xiv, 6. 

(2) x Tim. li. 5. (6) F fal. xcv. 1, 7. Ixy, 2. (i) Joha xiv. 13, 14. 
(4) Rom, viii 26, John v. 14, (m) 1 Cor. xiv. 16, 17, 
(n) 1 ; 7 «oy Na (0) 2 Sam. xii, 21—23. 

ii bn v. 16. 77 Tim, iv. 13. r? 2 Tim. iv. 2, 11.18 
of a 3 , 2 Tim, iv, 2, Luke viii. 18 
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tion (t) of baptiſm, and (a2) the Lord's ſupper, are all 
parts of religious worſhip of God, to be performed in 
obedience to him, with underſtanding, faith, reverence, 
and godly fear ; moreover, ſolemn humiliation, (x) with 
faſtings, and thankſgiving, upon (y) ſpecial occaſions, 
ought to be uſed in an holy and religious manner. 

6. Neither prayer, nor any other part of reli- 
gious worſhip, is now under the Goſpel, tied unto, or 
made more acceptable by any place in which it is (z) per- 
formed, or towards which it is directed; but God is to 
be worſhipped every where in ſpirit and in truth; as in 
(a) private families (5) daily, and (c) in ſecret, each one 
by himſelf, ſo more ſolemnly in the public aſſemblies, 
which are not careleſsly, nor wilfully to be (4) neglected 
or forſaken, when God by his word or providence calleth 
thereunto. 

7. As it is of the law of nature, that in general, a pro- 
portion of time, by God's appointment, be ſet apart for 
the worſhip of God, ſo by his word, in a poſitive, moral, 
and perpetual commandment, binding all men, in all ages, 
he hath particularly appointed one day in ſeven for a 
(e) ſabbath to be kept holy unto him, which from the 
beginning of the world, to the reſurrection of Chriſt, was 
the laſt day of the week; and from the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, was changed into the firſt day of the week, (J 
which is called the Lord's Day; and is to be continued to 
the end of the world, as the Chriſtian Sabbath; the obſer- 
vation of the laſt day of the week being aboliſhed. 

8. The ſabbath is then kept holy umo the Lord, when 
men, after a due preparing of their hearts, and ordering 
their common affairs aforehand, do not only obſerve an 
holy (g) reſt all the day, from their own works, words, 
and thoughts, about their worldly employment and recre- 
ations, but alſo are taken up the whole time in the public 
and private exerciſes.of his worſhip, and in the duties (5) 
of neceſſity and mercy. 


(:) Matt 28. 19, 20. (2) 1 Cor, xi. 26, (x) Eſth. 1v. 16. Joel ii. 12, 
Exc. xv. 1,&c. Pſalm 107. (z)John iv. 21. Mal. i. 11. 1 Tim. ii. S. 
(a) Acts x. 2, (b) Matt, vi. 11. Plilmlv. 17, (c] Matt. vi. 6, 
(4) Heb. x. 25, Ads ii, 42. (e) Exod. xx. 5. 2 

Y 1Cor, xvi. 1,2. Acts xx, 7. Rev, i, 10. (g)Ia.xlviii, 13. Neb. xii, 15,23 
(b) Mad. xii, 1—13. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


OF LAWFUL OATHS AND Vows. 


I, A Lawful oath is a part of religious worſhip, (a) 
wherein the perſon, ſwearing in truth, righteouſ- 
neſs, and judgment, folemnly-calleth God to witneſs what 
he ſwearcth ; (b) and to judge him according to the truth 
or falſeneſs thereof. | 
2. The name of God only is that by which men ought 
to ſwear; and therein it is to be uſed, with all holy fear 
and reverence ; therefore to ſwear vainly or raſhly by that 
glorious and dreadful name, or to ſwear at all by any other 
thing, is ſinful, and to be (c) abhorred ; yet as in matter 
of weight and moment, for confirmation of truth, (d) 
and ending all ſtrife, an oath is warranted by the word 
of God; ſo a lawful oath being impoſed, (e) by lawful 
authority, in ſuch matters, ought to be taken. | 
3. Whoſoever taketh an oath, warranted by the word of 
God, ought duly to conſider the weightineſs of ſo ſolemn 
an act, and therein to ayouch nothing, but what he know- 
eth to be the truth; for that by raſh, falſe, and vain oaths, 
the (/) Lord is provoked, and for them this land mourns. 
4. An oath 1s to be taken in the plain and (g) common 
fenſe of the words, without equivocation, or mental re- 
fervation. - 
A vow, which 1s not to be made to any creature, 
0 but to God alone, (+) is to be made and performed with 
nit all religious care and faithfulneſs; but popiſh monaſti- 
cal vows, (i] of perpetual ſingle life, profeſſed (4) poverty, 
and regular obedience, are fo far from being degrees of 
| higher perfection, that they are ſuperſtitious, (1) and ſin- 
| ful ſnares, in which no chriſtian may intangle himſelf, 


(a) Exod, Xx. 7. Deut. x. 20. Jer. iv. 2. (5) 2 Chron, vi, 22, 23. 
(e) Matt. v. 34, 37. James v. 12. (4) Heb. vi. 16. 2 Cor. i. 23. 
le) Neh. 13.25. (Lev. xix. 12. Jer. 23. 10. (g) Palm 24. 4. 


6) Palm lxxvi. 11. Gen. 28. 20—22. (i) 1 Cor, vii. 2, 9. 
&) Eph, iv. 28. * (7) Matt, xix. 11. 


n Car. 


F THE LONDON ASSEMBLY, 168g, 3, 


CHAP, XXIV. 


OF THE CIYIL MAGISTRATE. 


I. OD, the ſupreme Lord and King of all the world, 

8 hath ordained civil (a) magiſtrates to be under him, 
over the people, for his own glory, and the public good ; 
and to this end hath armed them with the power of the 
ſword, for defence and encouragement of them that do 
good, and for the puniſhment of evil doers. | 

2. It is lawful for chriſtians to accept and execute the 
office of a magiſtrate, when called thereunto; in the ma- 
nagement whereof, as they ought eſpecially to maintain (5) 
Juſtice and peace, according to the wholeſome laws of 
each kingdom and commonwealth: So for that end they 
may lawfully now under the New Teſtament (e) wage war 
upon juſt and neceſſary occaſions. 

3- Civil magiſtrates being ſet up by God, for the ends 
aforeſaid; ſubjection in all lawful things commanded by 
them, ought to be yielded by us in the Lord, not only for 
wrath, (4) but for conſcience fake ; and we ought to make 
ſupplications and prayers for kings, and all that are in au- 
thority, (e) that under them we may live a quiet and peace- 
able life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, - 


CHAP. XXV, 


OF MARRIAGE. 


Is ARRIAGE is to be between one man and one 
woman; (a) neither is it lav ful for any man to 
have more than one wife, nor for any woman to have more 
than one huſband at the ſame time. | 
2. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help (6) of 
huſband and wife, (e) for the increaſe of mankind with 4 
legitimate iſſue, and for (4) preventing of uncleanneſs. 


(a) Rom. Xii. 1=4, (5) 2 Sm iii. 3. Pſalm Irexii. 4, 4. 
le) Luke 3. 14. (4) Rom. xiii. 57. 1 Pet. ü. 17. (e) 1Tim. B. 13. 
(a) Gen. ii. 24. Mal. ii. 15+ Matt. xix, 5, 6, (6b) Gen. ii, 18. 


(6) Sen. i. 28, (4) 1 Cor. vii. 2,9 
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3. It is lawful for (e) all forts of people to marry, who 
are able with judgment to give their conſent ; yet it is the 
duty of chriſtians () to marry in the Lord; and therefore 
ſuch as profeſs the true religion, ſhould not marry with in- 
fidels, (g) or idolators; neither ſhould ſuch as are godly, 
be unequally yoked, by marrying with ſuch as are wicked 
in their life, or maintain damnable hereſy. 

4. Marriage ought not to be within he degrees of con - 
ſanguinity (5) or affinity, forbidden in the word; nor can 
ſuch inceſtuous marriage ever be made lawful, by any law 
of man or conſent of parties, (i) ſo as thoſe perſons may 
live together as man and wife. 


—— 


CHAP. XXVI, 


OF THE CHURCH, 


| HE catholic or univerſal church, which, with re- 

ſpe to the internal work of the ſpirit and truth 
of grace, may be called inviſible, conſiſts of the whole (4) 
number of the elect, that have been, are, or ſhall be ga- 
thered into one, under Chriſt, the head thereof ; and 1s 
the ſpouſe, the body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all 
in all. 

2. All perſons throughout the world, proſeſſing the faith 
of the goſpel, and obedience unto God by Chriſt, according 
unto it, not deſtroying their own profeſſion by any errors, 
everting the foundation, or unholincſs of converſation, (6) 
are and may be called viſible ſaints; (c) and of ſuch ought 
all particular congregations to be conſtituted. 

3. The pureſt churches under heaven, are ſubject (d) ta 
mixture and error; and ſome have ſo degenerated, as to be- 
come (e) no churches of Chriſt, but ſynagogues of ſatan; 
revertheleſs Chriſt always hath had, and ever (hall have a (7 
Kingdom in this world, to the end thereof, of ſuch as be- 


licve in him, and make profeſſion of his name. 
4 The 


%) Heb, xiii, 4. 1 Tim. iv. 3. () 1 Cor, vii, 39. (g] Neh. xiii, 25=27, 
(6) Lev. xviii. (i) Matt, vi. 18. 1 Cor, v. 1. 

(a) Heb. xu. 23, Col. i. 18. Eph, i. 10, 22, 23. and chap, v. 23, 27, 33-2 

(5) x Cor. i. 2, Acte xi. 26, (e Rom i, 7. Eph, i, 20-22, 

(4) 1 Cor, xv. Rev, ii. and chap, iii. (e) Rev, xvin 2, 2Theſl, ii. 11,13 
C Matt, xvi, 18, Palm 1xxii, 17, and cu. 28, Rev, ali, 17. 
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4. The Lord Jefus Chriſt is the head of the Church, in 
whom, by the appointment of the Father, (g all power 


for the calling, inſtitution, order or government of the 


Church, is inveſted in a. ſupreme and ſovereign manner; 
neither can the Pope of Rome in any ſenſe be head thereof, 
but is (5) that Antichriſt, that man of fin, and ſon of per- 
dition, that exalteth himſelf in the church againſt Chriſt, 
and all that is called God; whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy 
with the brightneſs of his coming. 

5. In the execution of this power wherewith he is ſo in» 
truſted, the Lord Jeſus calleth out of the world unto him- 
ſelf, through the miniſtry of his word, by his Spirit, (7) 
thoſe that are given unto him by his Father, that they may 
walk before him in all the (4) ways of obedience, which 
he preſcribeth to them in his word. Thoſe thus called, 
he commandeth to walk. together in particular focieties, 
or (/) churches, for their mutual edification, and the due 
performance of that public worſhip, which he requireth of 
them in the world. | 

6. The members of thefe churches are (m] faints by 
calling, viſibly manifeſting and evidencing in and by their 
profeſſion and walking, their obedience unto that call of 
Chriſt; and do willingly conſent to walk together, accord- 
ing to the appointment of Chriſt; giving up themſelves to 
the Lord, and one to another, by the will of God, (a) in 
profeſſed ſubjection to the ordinances of the Goſpel. 

7. To each of theſe churches thus gathered, according 
to his mind, declared in his word, he hath given all that 
(e) power and authority, which is any way needful for 
their carrying on that order in worſhip and diſcipline, 
which he hath inſtituted for them to obſerve; with com- 
mands and rules for the due and right exerting, and 
executing of that power. 

8. A patticular church gathered, and compleatly organ- 
iz ed according to the mind of Chriſt, conſiſts of officers and 
members: And the officers appointed by Chriſt to be choſen 
and ſet apart by the church, ſo called and gathered, for the 
peculiar adminiſtration of ordinances, and execution of 
power or duty, which he intruſts them with or calls them 

| =? 13 to, 


(e) Col. i, 18. Matt, 28. 1820. Eph. iv. 11,22, (6) a Theſſ. ii. 2—9. 
(i) John x. 16, chap, xii. 32. (#4) Matt. vii. 20. (7) Mat. viii. 15—20. 
(=) Rom, i, 7. 1 Cox. i. 2, ] Adds ii. 4, 42+ ch. v. 13, 14, 2 Cox. ia. 13. 
(e) Mat. xviii. 17, 18. 1 Cor, *. 473 513. 2 Cor, Ut, 6 
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to, be continued to the end of the worid, are (p) biſhops, 
or elders and deacons. 

9. The way appointed by Chriſt for the calling of any 
perſon, fitted and gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto the office 
of biſhop or elderin a church ; is, that he be choſen there- 
unto by the common (9) ſuffrage of the church itſelf ; and 
folemnly ſet apart by faſting and prayer, with impoſition of 
hands of the (r) elderſhip of the church, if there be any be- 
fore conſtituted therein; and of a deacon (5) that he be 
' Chofen by the like ſufffage, and ſet apart by prayer, and 
the like impoſition of hands, 

10. The work of paſtors being conſtantly to attend the 
ſervice of Chriſt, in his churches, in the miniſtry of the 
word and prayer, (t) with watching for ſouls, as they that 
mult give an account to him; it 1s incumbent on the churches 
to whom they miniſter, not only to give them all due re- 
ſpect, (a) but alſo to communicate to them of all their good 
things, according to their ability, ſo as they may have 2 
comfortable ſupply, without being themſelves (x) entangled 
in fecular affairs; and alſo may be capable of exerciſing _ 
(y ) boſpitality towards others; and this is required by the 
(z) law of nature, and by the expreſs order of our Lord 
Jeſus, who hath ordained, that they that preach the Goſ- 
pe}, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 

11. Although it be incumbent on the biſhops or paſtors 
of the churches, to be inſtant in preaching the word, by 
way of office, yet the work of preaching the word is not 
fo peculiarly confined to them, but that others alſo (a) 
gifted and fitted by the Holy Spirit for it, and approved, 
and called by the church, may and ought to perform it. 

12. As all believers are bound to join themſelves to par- 
ticular churches, when and where they have opportunity ſo 
to do; ſo all that are admitted into the privileges of a 
church, are alſo (6) under the cenſures and government 
thereof, according to the rule of Chriſt. | 

13. No church members, upon any offence taken by 
them, having performed their duty required of them to- 
wards the perſon they are offended at, ought to diſturb any 
church-order, or abſent themſelves from the aſſemblies of 
the church, or adminiſtration of any ordinances, upon 


' the 
Ads xx. 17, 28, Phil. i. 7, (e! Ads xiv, 23. See the original. 
(r) 1 Tim, iv. 14. (s) Acts vi. 3, 5, 6. (t) Acts vi. 4. Heb. xiii. 17. 
(«. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. Gal. vi. 6,7. (x) 2 Tim, ii. 4. (y) 1 Tim. 3.2. 
(z) 1 Cor. ix. 6, 14. (a) Adds xi. 19—21. 1 Pet. iy, 10% 12. 
(#) I Thefl, v. 13. 2 Theſs, ui, 6, 14, 15. 
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the account of ſuch offence at any of their fellow mem« 
bers, but to wait upon Chriſt, (e) in the further proceed- 
ing of the church. | 

14. As each church, and all the members of it, are 
bound to (4) pray continually, for the good and proſperity 
of all the churches of Chriſt, in all places, and upon all 
occaſions to further it, every one within the bounds of 
their places and callings, in the exerciſe of their gifts and 
graces, ſo the churches, when planted by.the providence 
of God, ſo as they may enjoy opportunity and advantage for 
it, ought to hold (e) communion among themſelves, for 
their peace, increaſe of love and mutual edification. 

15. In caſes of difficulty or differences, either in point 
of doctrine or adminiſtration ; wherein either the churches 
in general are concerned, or any one church in their peace, 
union and edification; or any member or members of any 
church are injured, in or by any proceedings in cenſures 
not agreeable to truth and order; it is according to the 
mind of Chriſt, that many churches holding communion 
together, do by their meſſengers meet to conſider, (F) and 
give their advice in or about that matter in difference, to 
be reported to all the churches concerned ; howbeit theſe 
meſſengers aſſembled, are not intruſted with any church- 
power properly ſo called; or with any juriſdiction over the 
churches, themſelves, to exerciſe any cenſures either over 
any churches or perſons ; or (g) to impoſe their determi» 
nation on the churches or officers, 


kd * * — 


CH AP, XXVII. 


OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 


I. LL Saints that are united to Jeſus Chriſt their 

I head, by his Spirit, and by faith, although they 
are not.made thereby one perſon with him, , have (a) fei- 
lowſhip in his graces, ſufferings, death reſurrection, and 
glory; and being united to one another in love, they 


have 
(e) Mat. zviti, 15— 17. Eph. iv. ii. 3. (4) Eph. vi. 18. Pf. cxxii. 6. 
(e] Rom. xvi, 1, 2, 3 John 8—10. Ads xv. 2, 4, 6, 22, 23, 25. 


(z) 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 John iv. 1. 


( John i. 3. John i, 16. Phil, iti, 10. Rom. vi. 5, 63 
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() have communion in each others gifts, and graces, and 
are obliged to the performance of ſuch duties, public and 
private, in an orderly way, (c) as do conduce to their 
mutual-good, both in the inward and outward man. 

2. Saints by profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy 
fellowſhip and communion in the worſhip of God, and 
in performing ſuch other ſpiritual ſervices, (4) as tend to 
their mutual edification; as alſo in reheving each other in 
(e) outward things according to tneir ſeveral abilities, and 
neceflities ; which communion, according to the rule of 
the goſpel, though eſpecially to be exerciſed by them, in 
the relations wherein they ſtand, whether in (/) families, 
or (g) churches, yet as God offereth opportunity, is to be 
extended to all the houſhold of faith, even all thoſe who 
in every place call upon the name of the Lord Jeſus; 
nevertheleſs their communion one with another as ſaints, 
doth not take away or (Y) infringe the title or propriety 
which each man hath in his goods and poſſeſſions. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD's SUPPER. 


1. APTISM and the Lord's ſupper, are ordinances 
of poſitive and ſovereign inſtitution, appointed by 
the Lord Jeſus, the only law-giver, to be continued in his 
church (a) to the end of the world. 
2. Theſe holy appointments are to be adminiſtered by 
thoſe only, who are qualified and thereunto called ac- 
cording (6) to the commiſſion of Chriſt, 


CHAP. XXIX. 
O F Arn. 


fo RAPTISM is an ordinance of the New Teſtament, 
— ordained by Jeſus Chriſt, to be under the party 
baptized, a ſign of his fellowſhip with him, in his death 


(c) 


(9) —_— 15, 16, 1 Cor, xii, 9, iii. 2123, 
(c} hell. v. II. 14. Rom. i. 12, 1 John iii. 19, 18, Gal, vi. H. 
(4) Heb, x. 24, 2, ch. iii, 12, 13, (e) Acts xii. 29, 30. * 

(F) Eph, . 4+ C) 1 Cor, xi, 14-27, (5) Acts v. 4. Eph. iv. a8, 
L Mat, iii. 19, 20, 1 Cor. i, 26, (6) Mat, Xx vil. 19. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
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(c) and reſurrection; of his being engrafted into him; of 


(a) remiſſion of ſins; and of his (e) giving up unto God, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, to live and walk jn newneſs of 
life. 

2. Thoſe who do actually profeſs (/) repentance to- 

wards God, faith in, and obedience to our Lord Jeſus, 
are the only proper ſubjects of this ordinance. 
3. The outward element to be uſed in this ordinance, 
(2) is water, wherein the party is to be baptized, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Spirit. 

4. Immerſion, or dipping of the perſon (5) in water, is 
neceſſary to the due adminiſtration of this ordinance. 


—  ——_—— — 


CHAP. XXX. 


OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 


1. HE ſupper of the Lord Jeſus, was inſtituted by 


him, the ſame night wherein he was betrayed, 
to be obſerved in his churches unto the end of the world, 
for the perpetual remembrance, and ſhewing forth the ſa- 


crifice of himſelf in his death, (a) confirmation of the 


faith of believers in all the benefits thereof, their ſpiritual 
nouriſhment, and growth in him, their further engage- 
ment in, and to all duties which they owe unto him; (6) 
and to be a bond and pledge of their commumon with 
him, and with each other, 
2. In this ordinance Chriſt is not offered up to his F 
ther, nor any real ſacrifice made at all for remiſſion of ſin, 
of the quick or dead, but only a memorial of that (c) 
one offering up of himſelf, by himſelf, upon the croſs, once 
for all; and a ſpiritual oblation of all (4) poſſible praiſe 
unto God for the ſame. So that the popiſh ſacrifice of the 
maſs, as they call it, is moſt abominable, injurious to 


Chriſt's 
(c) Rom, vi. 3, 4, 6. Col. ii. 12. Gal. iii. 27; g 
(4d) Mark i. 4. Adds xxvi. 16. | („% Rom. vi. 24. 
Mark xvi. 16. Acts viii. 36, 37. (g) Mat. xxnii. 19, 20. Acts viii. 38. 
(5) Mat. iii, 16. John iii, 23. (a) 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 
(5) 1 Cor, x. 16, 17, 21. (c) Heb, is, 25, 26, 28, 


(4) 1 Cor, xi, 24, Mat, xxvi, 26, 27. 
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Chriſt's own only ſacrifice, the alone propitiation for all 
the ſins of the ele. | | 

3. The Lord Jeſus hath in this ordinance, appointed 
his miniſters to pray, and bleſs the elements of bread and 
wine, and thereby to ſet them apart from a common to 
an holy uſe, and to take and break the bread; to take 
the cup, (e) and, they communicating alſo themſelves, to 
give both to the communicants, | 

4. The denial of the cup to the people, worſhipping 
the elements, the lifting them up, or carrying them about 
for adoration, and reſerving them for any pretended religi- 
ous uſe, (/) are all contrary to the nature of this ordi- 
nance, and to the inſtitution of Chriſt. | 

The outward elements in this ordinance, duly ſet 
apart to the uſes ordained by Chriſt, have ſuch relation 
to him crucified, as that truly, although in terms uſed 
figuratively, they are ſometimes called by the name of the 
things they repreſent, to wit, the (g) body and blood of 
Chriſt, albeit in ſubſtance and nature, they ſtill remain 
truly and only (5) bread and wine, as they were before. 

6. T hat doctrine which maintains a change of the ſub- 
ſtance of bread and wine, into the ſubſtance of Chriſt's 
body and blood, commonly called tranſubſtantiation, by 
conſecration of a prieſt, or by any other way, is repugnant 
not to ſcripture 0 alone, but even to common ſenſe and 
reaſon, overthroweth the (+) nature of the ordinance, and 
hath been and is the cauſe of manifold ſuperſtitions, yea, 
of groſs 1dolatries, 

7. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the vi- 
ſible elements in this ordinance, do then alſo inwardly 
by faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally, 
but ſpiritually receive, and feed upon Chriſt crucihed, (/) 
and all the benefits of his death; the body and blood of 
Chriſt being then not corporally or carnally, but ſpiritu- 
ally preſent to the faith of believers in that ordinance, as 
the elements themſelves are to their outward ſenſes. 

8. All ignorant and vngodly perſons, as they are unfit 
to enjoy communion {m) with Chriſt, ſo are they un- 
worthy of the Lord's table, and cannot, without great ſin 

againſt 


le) 1 Cor, zi. 2326, &c, 

Y Mat. wi. 26, 27, 28. Mat. xv. 9. Excd. xx. 4, 5. (g) 1 Cor. zi. 27. 
(b) 1 Cor, xi. 26, 27, 28. (i) Acts iii, 21, Luke xxiv, 6, 39» 
(k) 1 Cor. zi. 24, 25. (!) 1 Cor, x, 16, chap, zi. 23— 206. 

(=) 2 Cor, vi. 14, 15. 
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againſt him, while they 'remain ſuch, partake of theſe 
holy myſteries, (n) or be admitted thereunto : yea, who- 
ſoever ſhall receive unworthily, are guilty of the body and 


blood of the Lord, eating and drinking judgement ts 
themſelves. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


er THE STATE OP MAN AFTER DEATH, AND or 
THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 


1. HE bodies of men after death return to duſt, (a) 

T and ſee corruption; but their ſouls, which nei- 
ther die nor ſleep, having an immortal ſubſiſtence, iramedi- 
ately (6b) return to God who gave them: The ſouls of the 
righteous being then made perfect in holineſs, are received 
into paradiſe, where they are with Chriſt, and behold the 
face of God in light (c) and glory, waiting for the full re- 
demption of their bodies; and the ſouls of the wicked, are 
caſt into hell; where they remain in torment and utter 
darkneſs, reſerved to (4) the judgment of the great day; 
beſides theſe two places, for fouls ſeparated from theit bo- 
dies, the ſcripture acknowledgeth none. 

2. At the laſt day, ſuch of the ſaints as are found alive, 
ſhall not ſleep, but be (e) changed; and all the dead ſhall 
be raiſed up with the ſelf-fame bodies, and ( f) none other; 
although with different (g) qualities, which ſhall be unit- 
ed again to their ſouls for ever. 

3- The bodies of the unjuſt ſhall, by the power of Chriſt, 
be raiſed to difhonour ; the bodies of the juſt, by his Spi- 


rit, unto honour, () and be made conformable to his o-] n 
glorious body. 


* 


ni. 19. AQs xiii, 36. 
Phil. i. 23. Heb zu. 23. 


Cor. xv. 51,52. I Theſſ. iv. 27. 
1 Cor, xv, 42, 43. 


(n) x Cor. xi, 29. Matt, vii, 6, (a) Gen, 
(6) Ecclef, xii.y, (e) Luke xxiii, 43. 2 Cor.v. 1, 6,8. 
(4) Jude 6, 7. 1 Pet. iii. 19. Luke xvi. 23,24, (e) 
Job xix. 26, 27. 


(% Ac xxiv. 15, Jobn v.28, 29. Phil. ui. 21, 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


oF THE LAST JUDGMENT. 


1. OD hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, by (a) Jeſus Chriſt; to 
whom all power and judgment is given of the Father; in 
which day, not only the (5) apoſtate angels ſhall be judged 
but likewiſe all perſons that have lived upon the earth, 
ſhall appear before the tribunal of Chriſt, (c) to give an 
account of their thoughts, words and deeds, and to receive 
according to what they have done in the body, whether 
good or evil. | 

2. The end of God's appointing this day, 1s for the 
manifeſtation of the glory of his mercy, in the eternal ſal- 
vation of the elect; (d) and of his juſtice, in the eternal 
damnation of the reprobate, who are wicked and diſobe- 
dient; for then ſhall the righteous go into everlaſting life, 
and receive that fulneſs of joy and glory, with everlaſting 
reward, in the preſence (e) of the Lord: But the wicked, 
who know not God, and obey not the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſhall be caſt into eternal torments, and (/) puniſh- 
ed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 

3- As Chriſt would have us to be certainly perſuaded, 
that there fhall be a day of judgment, both (g) to deter all 
men from ſin, and for the greater (5) conſolation of the 
godly, in their adverſity, ſo will he have that day unknown 
to men, -that they may ſhake off all. carnal ſecurity, and be 
always watchful, becauſe they know not at what hour the 
(i) Lord will come, and may ever be prepared to ſay, (4) 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. Amen. 


(a) Acts xvii. 31. John v.22, 27. (b) 1 Cor, vi. 3. Jude 6, 

(e) 2 Cor. v. 10. Eccl. xii, 14. Matt. xii. 36. Rom. xiv, 10, 12, 
Matt. xxv. 32, &c. (d) Rom. ix. 22, 23. (e) Matt, xxv, 21, 34, 
2 Tim. iv. 8. (f) Matt, xxv, 46. Mark ix. 48. 2 Thes, i, 7 10. 

(g) 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. (b) 2 Thefll i. 5, 6, 7. 

(i) Mark xiil, 3537. Luke XIii. , 36, 

(4) Rey, xxii, 20, 5 M 6 4. 
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